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| he wrote to Timethy, that he had dene the ſame, touching Hymenexs and A © 
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Seft. 24. | 

Nd ſo much of the firſt part, rouching the many advantages, that Se» > 

tans Inſtruments have above Gods ſervants, in winning , and beeping,” 

and imrgving their converts ; What men ought to de, that would not be vs | 
yerceme by their Allurements® and thac ofall the reſt, we muſt refrainche 
company of wicked men, and not diſpute with them ; if we mean not to be” 
infetted by them, partake ef their fins; nor be infeotfed in their puniſhmenes®” 
Together with the lawfulneſs offhnaning all familiar ſociety, and converle, 
with ſuch. And now leſt what hath been ſaid, thould not be ſufficieng 3 See” 
in this Secoad Part,ſome Reaſons to enforce men thereunto z which rhe gods" 
ly wiſe propound to themſclves, when they bid adieu ro theirold afſeciates.in' 
- broad way, and purpoſe to pledge them no more, in their wicked Cua® 
oms. - - = 


Reaſons of breaking off Seciery, with our vicidus Conſorts. by 
Firſt, That thereby they may came to the ſight of their Errours, and cons 
ſequently be reclaimed. St. Paul when he commands the Corinthians to ſhas. * 
the cons perſon our ef their ſociety and fellowſhip, gives this realans 
that bis Spirit might be ſaved in the day of the Lard, 1 Cor.5.5. Againgahen 


lexander, he yielderh this to be the reaſon, that they might leans not to blaſe * 
pheme, 1 Tim.1.20. And in another place, If any man obey rat our ſayiagnote 
| bim by a Letter, and bave no company with him, that he may be. aſhamed, + 
2 Theſ.3.14- | "2 
It was the praQtiſe of the primitive Church, in her facit lave, that the -* 
might ſhine in beaury and fairneſs above all other Synagogues, not to admig * 
any ſcandalous perſon, or open offender intorhe conumunien of Saints,. unag® 
their foul ſpors were carefully waſht off , and taken away by .che tears & 
her, by.” 
an equal bounty, to the godly and the wicked, was there an <qual  cneoun © 
ragement rogodlineſs and iniquity, but a ſeparation was made berween the 
hck and the whole; and this /eparatioz had no other intent, but edification yg” 
even an edifcartion of the ſpirit, by the deſtruGtion of rhe fleth ;. @- that men +: 
could find no fault with the diſpenſers of this power, having gothing to game | 
plain of,bur that their lives thereby were ſdughr. ro be amended,& their [als | 


$*9b2 [a ed.L confeſs,that was a ſeperat:07 of a higher nature, the, 


the power of ' 
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Fhercin is is not fo, but this ſerves to the ſame end, and is done only in caſes 
of like faR. 


— . Armow of proof 


The cauſe was weighty, for which the gates of heaven were to be locked ; neig 


great; inchething dene ; or great, in the wiltulneſs of the:doer; and this they 
* Not-withour reaſon : for the doom was heavy, and fit for the back of a ſtrong} be x 
*.and mighty evil : ir was a ſhort damnation, a temporal hell, a ſhutting our} (wir 


of heaven upon earth, yea, heaven in heaven, even the Joyes, and comforts} peffi 
of the ſpirit of conſolation. Neither could it be but an excellent remedy,for,} a mo 
beſides that it was Gods inſtitution, the remedy was fitted to the diſeaſe : af powe 
degree of preſumption was encountred with a degree of deſpair ; the Scor-f liver 
pion was made a medecine againſt the ſting of the Scorpion 3 Satan was ſer} him, 
on work, totake him down by terrour unio ſalvation, whom before he ani- 
mated agg puffed up to deſtruRion : he, that ſaid ar firſt; fin boldly, for ye} (QE 


JÞalt not ate at all ; now he changeth his voige, and ſaith, thy ſin zs greater | 
© than can be forgiven thee. But the wiſdom of dipenſation ſuffered this roaring} will 


Lion no longer to terrifie, bur until his terreur did mollifie : he aimed in-| work: 
deed at deſpair and deſtruftion ; but the Church aimed at humiliation, and} iniqu 


*converſion, yea, at conſolation and ſalvation. And indeed humiliation for lin, have 


is the only way to corverſio® from lin ; corverſien from fin, the only way to thoug 


_ the conſolations of the Spirit; and the comfortable Spirit is both the guide] runni 
"and the way to life erernal : therefore, when the man is humbled, Satan is} Th 


caſhiered ; the horſelecch is raken away, when he hath ſufficiently abated] parate 
the vicious and ſuperfluous bloud. ſepara, 


Thus were men healed, by wounding, exalted, by humbling : O admira«| hard t 

ble uſe and command of ſatan ! he is an enemy to God, and yer doth him} mong | 

* Fexvice ; he isan adverſary ro man, and yer helps him. A ſtrange thing,that] works 
Satan ſhould help the inceſtuous Corinthian, to the deſtruftion of his fleſhy had n« 
his concupiſcencc, and the edificatioz of his ſoul. A ſtrarige thing that ſa-| chang 
tan ſhould reach Hymenerns and Alexander notto blaſpheme : he is the Aud theret: 
thour of blaſphemies, and yer he reacheth not to blaſpheme. pany f 
Bur is ſatan contrary to himſelf, and is his Kingdom divided in it ſelf ? no} the Ph 
ſurely ; bur one that is ſtronger then he both in wiſdom and power, mana} fion) 
geth both his craft and malice,to ends,which himſelf intenderh not.The des} mandn 
vilis one and the ſame till, even purely malicious ; bur God ſuffers him to wiſe : | 
goon in his temptations, Juſt ſo far as temptation is profitable, and no fury come to 
"ther ; therefore while ſatan is driving the offender t» deſpair, God ſtops hig truth i: 
courſe, when the ſinner is come to due humiliation : and then, aMt was with for eve 
Chrift in the wilderneſs, fo is it with the humbled finner, faran is d:\m:fled} tobe 1 
and the Angels come and miniſter unto him. quarrel 


This was the nature manner, andend of publick excommunicarion 3; pris company 


I Vvate harh relation to it ; both reuching cauſe and end, Firſt, publick had r The! 


ſpe& ro the cauſe, thar ir was to be uſed,only in caſe of fcandalous,open,and Iron do 
Hotorious impiery : ſo harh the privaze; we do not break off ſociery with anj nature 
| and fins of infirmity. Secondly, rhar did only aim at their Rtreight 
mendment, converſion, and ſalvation, fo doth this; we defire only ro ha nothing 
Ezcm (60k into chemſelves,where the fa#{t liewand ſecl ro amend their courlf tmrezeir 


Y - : 


| Caſes 


ked 
d this 
trong 
1g out 
aforts 
y,for, 
le 3 a 
SCor- 
as {cr 
» ani- 
for Je 
reater 
arin 

d w., 
, and 
r fin, 


1, Company. 


and] Iron doth the Loadftene, by a natural and hidden propenlity ; our corrupe " 


freight co ir ſelf : or like Jer, which omits all precious objeRs, and attratts 
nothing but ſtraws and duſt: or,if a man hath both good and bad in hisna=* 


againſt evil Sutiety, © 
and certainly nothing will ſooner make the adulterefs or drunkard berhiml 
themſelves, then when they ſee, all chat are huneſt and ſober, even thass 
neighbours and eld aflociares, ſhun their company, and deſpiſe thera, an if 
they were ner worthy of humane ſociety : and if they have the leaſt defire x0; 
be reputed heneſt and ſober again, and admitted their familiar converſe, 
(without which, they areas it were, baniſhed into exile) they willdo what 
poſſibly lies in them to redeem their credir,and merit their good opinion, by- 
a more ſober honeſt, and holy demeanour : the diſparity lieth only in the 
power and ſeverity of the agents : we canner,we do nor, we defire not te des" 
liver them up to Satan, but heartily pray that they may be delivered frqm 
him, and all evil. | 


F. 25. ] 
Q Econdly,That we may not be :»fefed by them, nor partake of rheir fir, 
[rt is a true Proverb, £1 company corrupts good manners : and, He that 
will not evil do, muſt keep from all that longs there!s. To be ſafe from evil : 
works, is to avoid the occaſions ; eſpecially, hethat will keep himſelf from 
iniquity, and have no fellowſhip with the unfratfil weiks of darkneſs, mult * 
have ne fellowſhip with wicked perſons, the workers of darkneſs : Foſeph 
thought no weapon coinparable, for the bearing oft his Miſtretles aflaults, te. * 
running away. | 
The firſt thing that God did,after he creared heaven and carth,was,to ſi= 
parate light from darkneſs ; probably to ſhew,thar the good ſhould firlt of al * 
ſeparate from the evil, if they mean not again to become evil: Ir is not mers 
hard to bnd vertue inevil company,then ro miſs vice. They were mingled a» 
mong the beathen (ſaith che Pſalmiſt) and whar follows ? they learned they © 
works, Pſal.106.3 5.4 Peter had never Uenied and forſworn his Maſter, if he - 
had not been in company with Chriſt's enemies : but then how ſoon was he 
changed ? Now, ſaith one, If ſuch a Cedar ſell, bow ſhall I ftand ? 1 will not : 
therefore hazard the frail potiheard (my flefh) upon the rock of evil com= 
pany for any thing. David had never diflembled, it he had not been ameng * 
the Philiſtims : which made him after (that he might wiſely ſhun that occa= 
fon) ſay, depart from me all ye workers of w1quity, for I will keep the Cons 
mandinents of my God, Pſal.11 9.115. intimating, that he could nor other= : 
wiſc : nay, how many thouſands have confelt at the Gallows, 1 had never 
come to this but ſor gay! tompany, which drew me to theſe courſes ? yea, the 
truth is, we cannorWme amongſt theſe vipers, and nor +: ſtung by them z 
for even to hear them ſveak, will make us cither angry, » eailty 3 and nor 
tobe intemperate with them for company, is a great d.:. -urteſie, if not a 
quarrel. Many a man had been good, that is nor, if he had bus kept good 


There is a pliable diſpoſirion in all men naturally to evil ; we follow ity as * 


nature is like fire, which, if there be any infeCtion in the roam, draws is 


er of chem will fortific,ab they on with their like;or decline 48'they” 
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"nd 2 contrary t as Sampſon did in his ſirengeh, who, at firlt being hard 6 
Pnough for all the Princes of the Philiftims, ar laſt, by keeping Delilab cong 
pany, they ſer a boy to lead him. 

| Yea, ſuppoſe 2 man ſtands indifferent, his company, whether good or evil, 
> will work him into a new nature; and by continuance, he (hall grow up ty 
ſame height with then, as the Hop growerh to the end of the pole, be k 
© mever {o pp he himſelf ſhall do rhe like ro others ; as one piece of Iren, 
"being rub'd with a Loadſtene, will draw another piece, cven as if ir were the 
; ſtone ir ſelf. 
, © Agoed man in ill company is like a precious pearl, fallen into che mud ; 
"which the longer ir lies, the deeper (t!1] ir finks into it © forif the force of cu« 
ftom, fimple and ſeparate be.great; the force of cu(tom,copulate,and conjoyn- 
-cd,and collegiare, is far greater ; for their example teachcrh, company com- 
= forrerh, emulation quickneth, glory raiſeth : ſo as in ſuch places the force of 
* eufton is in her exaltation: which made the Mother of Alexander, the t wenty 
> fixth Emperour of Rome, ſo careful of her ſons education, rhar ſhe kept conti= 
- nually a guard of men t@ cake heed, that no vicious perſons came unto him, 
corrupt him in evil, 

* It wasa geod conceir of Themiſtecles, and nor trivial,when he ſct up a bill 
ofan houſe, which he had co ler, that he added,aye,and there be good neigh» 
bowrs too ; for it (hall go hard, bur neighbourhood will ſomewhat mould the 
- Whole family into berrer or worſe, as themſelves are. The ſore eye, we knew, 
F infeRterh the ſound: and they that ſleep with dogs ſhall ſwarm with fleas:yea; 
- &mans poſterivy after him, ſhall gain, or loſe by the bargain. Ir were happy, 
- if the injury of a wicked man could be cenfined to his own beſom ; that he 
» enly might fare the worſe for his fins;thar ic were bur ſe!f doyſe!f bave:bur as 

his lewdneſs, like ſome odious ſent, is diffuſed through rhe whole room, or 
/ e where he is,and reacheth to the times,upon which he is unhappily faln: 
after generations are the worſe by means of him. An ill preſident is like 
Goodwin Sands,which not enly ſwallowed up his patrimony, bur ſtill conti- 
+ Nues a dangerous place, where too many have miſcarried. He is a very mean 
perſon, that draws not ſome Clients after him ; even Theudas and Judas had 
+ #heirfour hundreds to accompany them, One man may kindle ſuch a fire, 
as thouſands are not ableto quench : one plague-ſore may infeR a whole na» 
tion ; and all the venom of fin is not ſpent in the aQ, 
| Sin among men, like the Murrain in Cartel, or Scaling Sheep, is of a 
* earching and infeto: quality : ond like the Plague or Leproafie, will run as 
leng from one to another : our corrupt nature is like rinder, which is kindled 
with the leaſt ſpark: wherefore it behaves us to avoid all provoking objeRts; 
as 2 may that hath Gunpowder in his houſe, keeps it ſafe from fire : and well 
| were ix for us, if lewd ones were forced tocty as the Leper in Iſrael, 1 am ut 
- afean, 1 an unclean. 

” Every thing labours 80 make the thing it meers with,like it ſelf 3 fire cone 
vert all to fire; air exficcares and draws to it felf ; water moiſtens and reſols 


4 


th what it meets withal ; earth changeth all that we commit ro it, roheg 
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dominant in-him : we entcenverſs with nothing,but 


:| gain, with the leaſt rubbing; yea, the very fight of cvil is dangerous, to ſuch 


| and David, 2 Sam.11.2,3. which makes Solomon ſpeaking of a ſtrange was: 
.man,adviſe us to keep far from her, and not once come near the door of her 
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by the uuperceived: ſtealth of rune, affunilae us to ir ſelf ; - ane romren Apple” 
will infe@ a whole fleor : enc purrid grape corrupts the Whole ſound clultes.” 
The choicetherefore of a mans company, is one of the molt weighty ations © # 
our lives; fer our future well or ill being depends on thar eleRion 2 if we chuſe* 
ill,every ty inclines us ro worſe, we have a perpetual weight hanging onus," 
that is ever linking us down to vice. 2D 
Antiſtbenes wondred at thoſe that were curious in byying but an carthem.” 
diſh,to ſee that it had no cracks,nor inconveniences, and yer would be cory : 
leſs in the choice of ff:ends, and rake rhem wirh the flaws of vice. What was * 
the reaſon( think we)that our Saviour would ngt ſuffer his weak Diſciple, in 
the Goſpel,to go and bury his dead father ? Luke 9.60.1t was not any averſe» » 
neſs ro civil, much leſs Giat reſpe& and dury to parents z yea, he preferred 
mercy before ſacrifice; bur he well knew,that when he once mer with his car-' 
nal friends at the funcral,they would pervert him again, & quickly flout hin 
out of his new Maſters ſcrvice,and that the Goſpel d ſoon loſe a Preach 
aims Noab; Ark, as the. 


er of him. The reaſon why the Raven returned Þ.; 
Dove did, is given by ſeme, becauſe ir mer with a dead carkaſe by the way, 
A wiſe man will be wary,not only to [hat fin in the ation, bur in the v 
86aj0n, How many,that meant not to fin, arc won only by the aqyornany 
for #ccaſion and our nature are like two inordinare levers, they ſeldom meer, © 
bur they kin together, and every a of fin, ties a new knot: if we keepthem a» 
funder,the harm is prevented:and it is caſier to deny a gueſt ar firſt, rhen rg Þ 
rurn him out,having Raid a while ; it is eafler to keep fire from flax, then rg® 
quench ir after ir ison fire : a man way ſpir our a ſpark, bur when once kinds 3 
led,there is hardly any quenching of ir. Why do we pray,deliver us from eunk © 
bur that we imply,beſfides all other miſchicfs, that there 1s an infeftious powe-7 
er in it, t® make us evil ? Let ustherefore do what we pray, and praythar we. 
may do it : yea, O Lord, free us both from ſpeech and fighr of rheſe bauds” 
& pauders of vice,ſo far-as is poſſible; if nar;ar leaſt from joyning in league, 5 
er dwelling in houſe with, or having dependency on ſuch. ; 
O hew many are there, thar, like the Pine-tree, with their very ſhadowy, 
hinder all ether plants from growing under them ? or, like the great mouns: 
tain Rad:ſh,which if it be planted near che Vinegcauſcth ir ro Rarve and wis 
ther away ? Alas | it is nothing to be godly in A5rabams houſe: bur for a man 
to dwell 3n the tents of K8dar, or to live in the Court of Sard:2pa!us, and yer 
to keep himſelf upright, is a marrer of great difficulty,eſpecially,for him that 
is not well rooted by time and experience. A ſore new scinn'd will frer off a» 


an one ; luſting,for rhe moſt part, follows looking;as we {ce in Eve, Gen. 3.6. 


huuſe,Prov. 5.8. It is a hard matter for that ſoul, not te fall inte theſe vices, 
unto which the cics and the cars are enured, nur our of love, bur cuſtom, we | 


fall into ſome offences. "Re Br 
We read that Perſinv, vhar Bthiopian Nucen, in H:liederus, by ding 2” 
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white 

Nicholas the third's Cencubine, by ſeeing of a Bear, 

-of a Monſter, 1 am ſure this is true in the moral of it ;; 
ould make us equally love gvod compatiy. and hate evil. I know 
—_ be in every place whole troops of evil perſens;and where there are mas 
{BY Pots boyling, there cannot but be much {cums : ſorhat a man ſhall find it, 
CExncr 1mpoſſible,or hard,never to be amongſt cthem,or ſhift off their ſolicita» 
'Ti9n Wherefore ifat any time (as noflic is more importunate) they thruſt 
themſelves into thy converſation, do as thoſe which muſt neceflarily paſs by 
-@ carrion in the way, hold thy breathbe alone in a mwIricudezabhor to par= 
'DEipare with them in their vices, and haſten to be out of their air, as Peter 
1 did our of the high Prieſts hall, ſo ſoon as Chriſt looxed upen him;and if they 
low thee, turn back tothem, with the Angels farewel, increpet te Do- 


Infettion from theſe poyſoned and pitchy Links, be ſure to ſcrape or brulh ir 
off thy ſoul again, by prayer, examination, and humiliation ; as they thar 
"Come our of infcfted houſes, air, or waſh their garments, for the more lafery, 
- Thus did Peter, not without cauſe, not withourbeicfit and commodity. 


MM 9. 26. 

EY T 1srcue, they will perſwade us, that inſtead of being infefed, we may 
-£Kg4:% by their company ; and tell us,that true Chriſtal may tonch the road 
> Withour being peiſoncd ; that the Diamond will lie in the fire, withour being 


though ruſt will fer into the hardeſt ſteel, yer it dath not cat into the Eme+ 


-Nor the Jer ſtce],though it doth ftraw ; that rhough the Sun hardens clay, 
Jet it ſofrens wax;thar if a (hip hath a ſure anchor,it may lie ſafe any where; 
Eneither is it abſolutely unlawful for us to keep them company, ſeeing Chit ſt 
Kept company with Publicans and ſinners of all forts, 
| Atfſw. Here are good words, bur no ſecuriry ; which therefore an cxperi- 
man A the hearing of,bur ſtands (the while) upon his own guard. 
£No charity binds us to a truſt of thoſe whom we have found faithleſs.Credu- 
xy upon weak grounds, after palpable diſappointments, is the daughter of 
oily. He that ach once broken his faith, will not eaſily be truſted. 1 know 
Phyſicians may.converſe with leprous perſons, un-infeRed;bur then they mult 
Lhave ſtronger Antidotes,then their natures give the,or elſe themſelves (ball 
nd in the ſame need,and of Phyſitians become Parients,and need Phyſick: 
Agthat may be lawful,in a fage and ſtayed perſon,which is unhtfor an ungo- 
Yern'd eye once to look upen. We read, Gen. 19. 17. that Lot and his wites 
-were forbidden to look back at the deſtrution of Sodom ; when to Abraham 
it. was Icft at large, and withour reſtraint, he being a man of better ruled af 
Sections. Again, | know the Devil cannot hurt me, ſo long as Gedis with me: 
As the beſt Loadſtone cannot draw Iron unto it, if the Diamond be by : yea, 
the very tear of God, and thuughr that he lookerh @n, as one ſpake of grave 
Cats,” will keep a man from yiclding-ro their temptations, as it did Joſeph, 


ipg his Miſtreſſes allurewents :-and that fairh,as it is ng coward,ſo it i 


THC 


| *. A 
| - 4, 


x 
SIS 7 - 


l 'IRn.. . 
- ; 
\ ” i wv : a &'% n 5 
: . > bs 44 
> 5% ©. av. a b nk 1 Ate 
. ” a 


mp. And laſtly, if by chance, with Peter, thou haſt taken the leaſt loyl, or | 


ronlumed ; that fiſh may live in ſalt waters, and yer retain afreſhraſt ; thar 
 Tald;thar though the Loadftone draweth Iron after it, yer it cannor ſtir gold, } 
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ite1 ever victorious: what then? 
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ougti'fayh be confident,yer it is not inmpude 


Bear, | it knows a guard of Angels will heep 1s i» all 0u7 waies, bur not in our wa 1 /. 


of itz drings : though it may be lawful to come among them, yer wiſdom os 
know | ſome lawful things, becauſe they may be occaſions of things unlawful. Hg that? 
2 mas | abſtains from nothing that is lawful, will ſoon be brought todo that which." 
nd it, | is unlawful. The notre which comes roo neer in the Margin, will skip intothe'? 
Icita='f Text, at the next impreſſion. He that will go as neer the ditch as he cathy, Þ 
hruſt | will ar ſome time or other fall in. He that will do all that he may, will ſome= 
ſs by | times do what he ought not.1t is hard for the beſt man toſay how far he will 
par= | be tempred.1f a man will put himſelf among Philiftims,he canner promiſe x02 
Peter | come forth innocent ; or if he do, that ſon] which lives among thorns, (hall | 
they | hardly thrive in grace. How many have fallen into a faſhion of weary 
e Do= | ſcoffing, drinking, eur of the uſual pratiſe of others, as thoſe that live im.an.? 
yl, or | ill air, are infeRed with diſeaſes? A man may paſs through Ethiopia un 
ulh ir | changed,but he cannor dwell there,8& nor be diſcoloured. When once a many: 
that | gives himſelf over to be the companion of vice,in the end he becomes the ves; 
ifety, | ry flave of vice. The Oxgzeing tied to the Fig-treezloſerh his ſtrengrh:Many* 
| ſrokes overthrow the eſt Oke, Many ; Don.” rain, —_ never % 
ſoft, pierce the hardeſt Marble, yea, even the flint ſtone, ler graces.” 
may | be never ſo well fixt in a mans heart, yer he may ſoon have them conſumed® 
toad | and waſted this way, ifhe take not heed : as Snow and Ice cannot be ſo hard” 
Xing | congealed, bur they will melt, if they come tothe fire. And lirtle db our pes 
thar | remprory reſolvers in this caſe know, or conſider, either the . infinuatine? 
=me- þ power of evil, or the treachery of their own hearts, in receiving 'it, or 
gold, Þ 1mportunity of wicked deceivers, in obtruding it ; they are Se worſe fog 
clay, | their fociety,and perceive it nor. * 
erc; | An Epgge covered with ſalt(as Philoſophers teach hath the meat of ir-coms 
hiſt | ſumed,whilſt the fhell-is whole. And we read of many Towns, which have 
time been undermined, even with the moſt impotent and weak Creatures;as 
peri» | one in Spain,with Coneys; in Theſsalia, with Meles; in France with Frogs, 
uard. | Africa with Flies. $4 
edu- | Many an one receives poyſon, and knows not when he took ir. Many breay 
ter of | in this world, like men ſleeping in a boar, are carried down the ſtream, evi 
Know | totheir Graveſend, wichout waking, to think where they are. 
mult | No man proves extreamly evil on the ſudden: through many inſenſible de 
ſhall | cligations do we fall from vertue. Sarans agents are ſtill (carrering his tier 
yſick: | darts,among theArmy of Iſrael;and when they litht upon wood, they kindle 
ngo- | when upon flax,they flame ; when upon gunpowder,they blow up all.” The 
wite, | therefore thar love ſuch intricate and: perplexed - walks , had need of Iron 
ahaw | ſhoes. , . 
d af- True it is, that Chriſt converſed and kept company with Publ:cans and Mns 
; me;} ners, (as the Phyſician with the fick) ro heal their ſouls : neither did rhe 
yea, | make him worſe,bur he-made them berter: bur as true ir is, that he was with 
Irave | ut the level of tempration; and ſo is nogeneral warrant. I will therfore na 
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only ſhux evil,burt the means to.come to it ; and to avoid hurt, I will keep 


ſclfour of ſhot ; neicher will L preſumes. being bur a man, to follow my ma 
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Ke: ate ___—_ arr " God. Ladeed, tnany arc fo ay ques hen 
-Urength, that ink they can come in any caiupany, and: yer come: oft 
"elear ; bur he which comes . ſaye ane drowning, mult be; Rronger chew th 

> ether,orclſc he will be drowned himſelf. 

. Pliny reports, that a Family neas Kome would go upen live: ceals wichour 
© being burnt;had it hereupen been neceary for athers to-pur the ſame in pra» 
> Gulc ? no, neither is it necellary for us to dovthat herein which our Saviour 
did.Our minds have net that ballaſt in themywhich. bis had, and fo arc ſoo« 
© per endangered, by the flouds of wickedneſs. | 
-.. Secondly, whereas they objeR, that we may gazs by their company:l con 
| feſir poſſible, for cren the moſt venomous and raycneus things that are, 
| Have their commodities, as well as their annoyances ; and the Cock by fera= 
' Fang in a dungkil, did once find a Jewel : Firgil from Ennize's dung did 

5K extra@t: and Apathccariesof Vipers fl:th can make an Antidote againft 
poyſon: an Harlors face may ſuggeſt chaftneſs: and a finful farfer may prove 
an Antidote for fin : yea, as external. cold kindles the heat of the ſtomack, ſo 
we find it recorded int hely Writ,that ſome by a ſpigigual 4»tiperiſtaſis, have 
-growmherrer in their zeal, by being encompaſie the outward cold of 
nee 09d irreligious company ; like Roſes and Lillies, which Rlouciſh.che 
amore for being beſer with thorns : and Violets, which are the ſweerer and-- 

'more odoritcrous,for being, belce with Garlick & Onions; foraſmuch as thep,, 
"(ack and draw all the ill favours of the ground unto them, Thus it fared witty: 


. 


| {ſepararedfrom them. And ſume others there are ne doubt, who, as they owe 


For if Daziel found a guard in the Lions Den, hall another chruſt himſelf. 
zhercinto for ſhelrer ? And if Peter walkt upon the pavement of the water did 
the rc of rhe Diſciples ftep-forth and fallow him ? Na. | 
=. Qb, Bur ſay ſome, By keeping them companys we may win them,and hap- 
wily convert their ſouls. 


” Anjw.1 anſwer, Hope not ſo much to convert them, as fear that they will | 


ruert rhee, for yertue is not ſo alluring as vice : the ene ſpreads ir (elf, like 
payſon in a veſicl;the other is not half ſo diſperfive.Sin and Hagar, arc more 
itful rhen verrue and Sarah : falſhoed more ſuccefleful then rruch. The 
dre cyc infeAtcth the ſound : the ſound will nor mend the ſore, Vinegar will 
mar wine; wine will not amend vinegar. InfeRign is ſpreading and catching: 
lth is not ſo. An hundred ſound perſons ſhall ſooner catch the plague from 
bac infeRtcd perſan, then he receive his health from them. 
S#lomox that wonder of Wiſdom, might thinkby joyning in afttnity with 
his neighbour Princes, and marrying their Daughters, to win thoſe heathens 
o the Kingdom of God ; but he was deceived, for he could do no goad upon 
them ; they wrought bins te much evil. And deth not os reach us, 
that the geod are ſooner petverted by the bad,then the bad converted by the 
ted ? even as a tainted air doth more cafily infeRt a ſound body, then an 
wh can clear rhe ſick, _ 
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Lef,who ſerved God berrer among the bcaftly Sodomites, then when he was} 


:not this grace to themſelves, ſothey are more for wander, then imitations F 
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We'read of certain Magnerical,or Adamantine Rockyin the Iſles of ; 
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_s | {o faſt, that they are nor able ro ſtir : evil ſociety, are ſuch Twocks ; holy1 


} 'ner , and canner complain that ſhe is ſurpriſed. He that walketh with the 


-| amans effe noluerunt, And hereupon Moſes ſeparates Iſrael from Coral, Dam" 
| than, and Abiram, ſaying, Depart from the Tents of theſe wicked a #d. 


God himſelf ſay to his people, rouching Babylon, Go out of her my people, uy 
; Je be not partaker of ber ſins, a#d that ye recetue Hat of her plagues, Rev. 8.4, 
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ole, which draw all ſhips unto them, that have any Icon-pins, did 


the ſhips;narural and inbred corruprion, the Iron pins : he that will 
lerhim keep far m_ from 65 wongh Ls 8-3 

A geed man, joyned in league with, one that is wicked, is like a living many 
_ a 12d Corpewhich will ſooner ſuffocare him, then he revive that--- 
er, like an 1fitle, can endure the rough northern wind of perſecution well &> 
nough, bur melteth with rhe heart of che Sun,ſweer allurements ef the w 
and the fleſh. The children of God are, as it were,dead to their lufls ; 4 
they ſhould tempt God,by a too familiar ſociety with the vicious; who 4 
bur as live coals will kindle dead ones, (6 their evil ſpeeches and ations may © 
kindle and enflame them with the love and liking of lewdneſs ? lndeed', as - 
one {zid ro his ſuppliant,make me a Pivinergnd I will make thee rich; ſo may: - 
a good man ſay to a vicious;make me Angelical, that is,incapablc of being ſes * 
duced,and Ile do my beſt ro make thee a Converrt. KH 


"* 
- #4. 


+* 


F. 27. | { 

1þ Hirdly,Our entireneſs with wicked men feoffes us, nor only'in their fancy.” 
bur ofrentimes in chtir puniſhments alſo; as it fared with the 36-men 

which were ſlain before Aye, for Achans ſake, v/ofh.7e where we ſee the: innaw * 

cency of ſo many thouſand Iſraelites was not ſo prevalent, to expiare-hisong* 
fin, as his one {in was, to taint and bring judgment upon all 1/ſraef; 16 the 

Stork be taken damagefeccant with the Crancs, ſhe is inwrapped inthe ſame” 


wiſe (ſaith Selomon) ſhall be wiſe ; but a companion of fouls ſhall be afflifted;; 
Prov.1 3.20. This Auguſtine well obſerves, ſpeaking of che religious, rakenaw 
mongſt rhe reſt of the Gothes, Fure amarans vitam ſentire, quia peceantibns. 


touch nothing of theirs ; left ye periſh withthem, Num. 16. 26. Anddot 


. 


Where ſis is ler in, puniſhmeut. will not be kept vut, Yea, it Lot had fiaid 
Sodom, he had bcen deftroyed : if his ſons would have gone out, they bad? 
every man eſcaped. +. 
Indeed, we cannot be too far eff from ſuch company; and it were happy i 
they were kept by themlſelves ; for ſa long as the infe&ted perſon is thu uphis 
plague doth nor ſpread. 4nd beſides the benefit of our ſafery,wickedneſs would: 
ſoon be aſhamed of it ſelf,if ir were nor for the encouragement of companians;” 
Solitarineſs is the fitteſt Antidote for ſpiricual infeRion. It were happy for the 
wicked man, if he would bs (eparated from himſelf. Antifthenes would often" 
ſay,lt was a great overfght, fithence they purged their Wheat from Darnel,a 
ther wars fron cowardly Souldieys, that they purged nat their commenwealth 
from lewd and wicked people. | 
- Or if our pesſogs eſcape ſcot-free, yer we may ſiffer in our eftates, aud be! 
croft in our molt weighty defgnes and determinations, onlv for joyning i 


league or fiendfbip with Gods encmuices. Bega ſe thes haft jayned thy ſelf wi 
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tah (ſaith Eleazay to Fehnſhaphat ) the Lord bath broken thy works: 
and the {hips were broken, that they were notable to go to Taiſbiſb, 2 Chr 
| 30-37. : 
+ But admit they cannot i» of: us, either in their fn or puniſhment _ 
- Their ſociety will be a 01.19 ther ro us, As let els La fall int 
| cothpany,as an honeſt man may fall into the hands of thieves;they wil 
| "@tpire how to aflifF his eyes with unchaſt viſionszhis cars, with fearful oarhs 
- Ms unwilling appetite, with drunken healths ; which even a civilized Pagar 
b. Labhur. We read that Clitemachzss the wreſtler (though a great cox 

per, yet) if he had heard but one falthy word, would preſently de 
part, How was juſt Lot vexed with the uncleanly converſation of his wicked 
- meighbours ? Sodom was worſe then a Goal to his righteous ſoul : and report 
-Jiesgif our Goals be not much like ro Sodom, the very dens of miſchief, th 

* Schools oftyi-kedneſs; A Malefaor learns more villany there, then ever he 
| -knew before:drunkenneſs and blaſphemy uſurp the place of morrificarion and 
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>, Orlaſtly,if their ſociety be not a vexation re our minds, at leaſt it will be a 
great &+ſparagement to our names : every one will conclude,almoſt infallibly, 
= Juch as our company is, ſuch igour diſpoſition. The common Proverb is, the 
"will to like. And, Birds of a feather will flock together. When FJephthab was 
- hinſelf in baniſhment, there gathered to him idle fellows, ſach as himſelf, 
**7udg.11.3, When David was in trouble, and vexed in mind himſelf, rhere 
I unro him a that were introuble, vexed in mind; or that were in 
"debr, een four hucd of them, to the Cave of 4dvullam, 1 Sam.22.2. Yed 
-our Saviour me leſs then ten Lepers in one-knet. Fellowſhip is chat we 
* all mnacur though ir be in Leprofie : even Lepers'will fleck to their 
* fellows:wherethall we find one ſpiritual leper alone?drunkards,prophane pers 
| Tonsherericks, will be ſure te conſort with rheir marches. And hereupon the 
Lacedempians, when they would certainly be informed, whart rhe Sſoliion 
and bchavieur of any one-was, would wiſely enquire, with whar perſons they 
| were linked in fellowſhip. And indeed, he that makes hiniſclf a companion of 
Lall.ſels his reputation very cheap: It being as great an Indecorum for an holy 
{Chriſtian re be in the company of graceleſs perſons, as it is for a reverend 
Divine ro fit upon the Stage in a publick Theatre ; or an old man to dance 
with lirtle children in the ſtreets. 

Baſe company ( ſaith ane” Se ge both our fame, and ovr ſoules * it gives us 
wounds,which will never admit of healing. How many have irrecoverably-loſt 
their good names,by keeping company with ſuſpe&ed. perſons ? and whethet 
the report be true or falſe, it is no eafie thing to diſprove a ſlander, for like an 
unruly ſpirir once raiſed,'tis hard to conjure down again.A mans good name 
3s much caſter kepr, then recovered. + 

» And thus you ſec,that evil company endangers our ſoules: or could our ſouls 
be free, yer our perſons are in danger; or could our ſouls and perſons.-both be 
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Chr T,; Ourthly, Bur admit we could keepthem company without harmi ;. yer” 

this inconvenience would enſue,their company nnd us of nauch | | 
Ls good; which otherwiſe we ſhoulden joy, being alone; it faring with the oodly. 
| inte wiſe, as with St. Ambroſe, who was wont to ſay, 1 am never leſs alone, then, * 
y will] whez 1 am ail alon?, for then 1 can enjoy the preſence of my God without ite 
arhs] terruption. They are able to ſay, as Dubartzs, and (before him) Scipue, © 
Aaganſ have never better company, then-whenlT have no tompazy, for then can 1 frees 6 
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ly entertaut my own thoughts, and converſe with all the learned, which haves. © 
been in former ages. : "= 

Antifthenes being asked what fruit he had reaped of all his ſtudy?made ans 
ſwer,T have learned by 3t, both to live, and Walk ith my ſelf. And Al 9] 
King of Arragon, being demanded, what company he liked replied, 
Books, for theſe (ſaith he) without fear, or flattery, orany.ve rel me - 
faithfully all that I deſere to know. Cicero was, and 1 am: of his mind; -and/** 
though Ir-be no Hermit, to fic away my daies in a dull Cell, yer will I chuſe- 3 
rather to have. no companion, then a bad une. | . s 

When Cato #tican, in vacation times, and at his beſt leiſure, went to. re= © 
create himſclfin the countrey, he: uſed ro carry with him the beſt Philoſo=, : 
phers,and choiceſt books. Algerizs an Italzaa Martyr ſaid, He bad rather be ws - 
priſon with Cato,then with Czſar ix the Senate houſe: ſo was itmorec 
table, robe with: Ph:/pot in his Cole-houſe, then wir 
Bonners conſcience. made his Palace a Cole-bouſe,and 
pots made rhe Cole-houſe a Palace.The ſtare of grace is 
and he that knows the ſweetneſs of Gods preſence, will d 
ble to be ever alone, then never able to be ſo. "hs... 2 

When I read of Hiero the Tyrant of Syracuſa,and other ſuch,thargave'ts- 


.the{ ver their Kingdoms,to live a ſolitary life, I ſomewhat wonder : I ſhould a, © 
tion to hear of a religious and Chriſtian King har did ſo. Ir is impoſitble f6r'the+ 
hey | natural man to-be ſo merry in coempany;as the believer alone; yea,lairh $. Ate" 
n of | guſtine,the tears of thoſe that pray, are ſweeter then the jayes of the Theatres Tis * 
zoly Þ deed,a witry jeſt may make a man laugh more,and lowder-: burhe who harly® 


end 


mce 
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>an | Toſo many as are unrenewed I ſpealobin Parables, . Rc. 2.17. Yea, this 
une | ſeems to them a Paradox, that the people of God ſhould be a merry people:z 5 
for contrariwiſe, they dream of nothing bur ſolitarineſs and melancholy : as * 
zuls | the common,people thought Tully ro be molt idle, . when he ſtudied molt; on ; 
; be | as the husbandman in £ſop eb jeRed idleneſs ro the Poer : bur as he replied, - 
ſes | 1 am never ſoidle as in thy company,ſomay the religious, we are never fo fos' 


J 


an inheritance fallen to him, feels a more ſolid Joy within : ſo he chatien=3 
Joyes his Saviour, and hath the aſſurance of heaven, is «cruly.merry ar the? 
cart, and keeps Hilary Termall his life. And indeed, nothing in the * 
is worth envy, beſides the condition of a true Chriſtian, % 
But to' what end do I tell a blind man how glorious and bright a creature * 
the Sun is ? or a poor man,what ſums of money are in the Kings Exchequen 
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” minis Meſech, and dwell inthe tents of Kedar 3 he found it 3 TOY 


* be yoked with irrcligious companions. 


. i Anda double reaſon may be given of it, though we fear not to ſuffer eirhed Tot 
= Ivour perſons, gouds, or good names ( as before you have it. ) For firſt, th} ent pri 
© -Jodl chat lives ameng thorns, ſhall hardly thrive, they are ſuch back-byaſſk 5 more 


” wa godly life,that they will do what they can,to hinder our goodneſs to heal appeal 


| ad the goodneſs of heaven to us; they will wither all our good parts an} grace, 
-— quabcics which are in us;like an evil North-wind,they blow upon the buds« er 
- our graces, and nip them. ood 

Secondly, It wonld make a mans hearr to bleed,to hear and conſider, fovfhi 


» Cnearing,blaſpheming,curſed ſpeaking, railing, flandering,quarrelling, conf} Y* 4 
IF cnding, [ ing,mocking,ſcoffing,flagtering,lying,difſembling,vain, corrupt bappine 
= AG ding, ſcurrilous, looſe and idle ralking, doth overflow wart be Kin 
= | aces : ſo that ſuch as fear God, had better be any where thed The 1 
- I0the company of moſt men, Now I were mad if I ſhould ſo affeQ company, ord a 
* asto live voluntarily where tcxmtions ſhall daily ſalure me. for ther 
* Indeed, a'man is not rightly ſaid to live, until he hath abandoned wi ded} Mine 4 
* fociery. Similzs having lived ſeven years apart from the World, after a long Cbrift, 
. time ſpent in a military life, he left this Epitaph behind him, Heve Lies offf Yenawh 
Sitnilis,yet one that lived but ſeven years. This made Frederich the third, El lay, as 
* "Rar Palatine, when ſome ſuch friends of his defired his company,to anſwer 1#1Jake 
Wave Lued long enough to you ; let me now live to my ſelf, and with my I. inces 
*Ebriſt.Yea Sr. Auguſtne,rten daies before he died, defired none might cole of Bur tl 
} Him,char ſo,in that time, he might the berrer fic himſelf for God. And indee ſellowſl 
har ſoul can never en juy- God, that is not ſometimes retired, 119.6 
Othar we could, in any reaſonable rime, give a ſtop” ro 01r madding and} fr the 
Draying fancies : that we could, after ſo long time ſpent in the luſts of th Plal.1 6 
* Heſh, and pride of life, bring home our cogitations and intentions unto ei 
; Telves, ſhake off theſe violent holdefaſts, bid our companions farewel, whi 
have-oo long engaged our ſouls,and eſtranged us from our ſelves. | 
; + Bur when we are ſs wedded,combined, and glued to the world,ir is no caſt 
Matter to taake a ſafe retrear : it is a fleding to ſome ro be ſundred ; theret 
you pull away ſome piece of themſelves. 

In this caſe,what we cannot do all at once,ler us gain upon our ſelves by c 
$;00 back ſtep by ſtep;fi:ſt,block up one paſſage, then another. Will ye 
ow-what courſe Demoſthenes rook in this caſe ? He, to the end rhat hi acq Þ: 
*quaintance and neareſt friends might not (by carrying him abroad, accordq Me of 
«bu their cuſtom) withdraw him from his ſtudy and books, cauſed the hai they we; 
of his head to be ſhaved off; and after Þo0l: an order,thar they ſhould nor It is tr 
- wutztntil he had ſhook off his conſorrs, by continually making them loſe rhe] wery ; 
| Ievours. It were happy for our youvg ſtudents, if rhey would a little imitat reaſon,t| 
» Kim; if they were not overmuch affe&cd and adgdifted ro company keeping; i V1 if th 
they would bur conſider,that triends are the thieves of time, the moſt preci| Would ni 
© ous Jewel rhey can part withal. y. 29. IVith ſecic 
— EF lr herc it will be'objeted. Thar we arc melanchely perſons, ſtrayen| - Geve 
= Pirot rhe drove of mankind, and whereas nacure hath made-us ſociabl David by 
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'oke of erearures, in making us men, religion hath altered to a crazicd diſpoiriong” 
whereby. we are diſpleafing to all, as all ro us. >. "7% 

eiche} To this is anſwered, Suppoſe irweretrue (bur I (hall in place more conveni= 7 
ſ, th] enr prove, that the religious only enjoy true mirth, and that worldly wirth © 
byaſſ] is more talked of then felr,ſpiritnal joy more felt then ralked of,chough I maj 
o heal appeal ro any mans conſcience, that hath been ſofrned with the unRion of 
ts and grace, and truly tafted the powers of the world ts come ) yet they think ic 
mids 4 er being a geod Chriftian, then a good fellow; and hold irfar berrer, in 
ood ſadneh to be ſaved with a few, as Neab was in the Ark, then in good fel. 

owfbip, with rhe mulritude, to be drowned in fin, and damned for company. * 
r, we are content (faith ence) to paſs through ſomewbat more unſociabiy, ime 
: och bappineſt ; it ſufficeth we ſhall meet with good company «t our Jourmes endy 1 
v wind the Kingdom of heaven, even an innumerable company of Saints ang My, 
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- thee) The men of the world praQtiſe, what once a Jeſter ſpake, who, Ir 
pany Lord asked him, whether he would go to heaven or hell 2 anſwered, ts wn. | 
for there (quoth he)1 ſhall be ſure to meet yourLoraſhip,and the greateſt part of * 


Vi ckel} mine acquaintance, Burt itis not ſo with the true Chriſtian : he lirtle loves 
2 lon} Cbrift,that will nor follow him without company:and his zeal is cold to hea ? 
es off Yen}ywhom the example of nuwhers can turn ancther way. Wherefore letus | 
. Eldl fay, as much as Peter ſaid,and do wore then Petey did ; though all men fhoutdl - 
ſwer forſake thee, yet- will 1 not leave thee, O Savieur : neither magnitude of * 
y Loril Princes, ner multitude of people ſhall prevail with me. - 
>ine-1ro) Bur the world wrongs religion, when they accuſe it to be an enemy to goods" 
:ndeel} fellowſhip; for (he hath nor a follower, which doth nor ſay with David, Plats 
119. 63. 14% 4 companion to all them that fear thee, and heep thy Precepts* * 
for the godly mans chief delight us in the Satnts, and ſuch as excel in verthe, 
1 Pſal.1 6.3, Yea, and their fellowſhip is ſo good, profirable and deleQable,thar 
4 as Synefios was of opinion, that King He) 8x got more by Sin. omdes acquains- 

= tance,then Simenides did by his ; and as we read that Pharaob,Saul and Nes - 
1 kchadnexgur were wore pleaſured by 7oſepb,David,and Danielgthen Damely- 
0 cal Pavid and Foſeph were by them : ſo 1 perſwade wy ſelf, great perſons weuld_} 
1creb$ nd therſelves more then required, if they would vouchſafe the company'of 
ſeme poor Saints:for a wiſe and holy Chriſtan ( like his Lord and Maſter” 
by de4 whereſoever he goes, makes berter chear then he fnds,in an bappy exchange 
ill ye of ſpiritual repaſt for bodily. Yea, as Plato accounted it one of the four great 
vis acd Priviledges, for which he was eſpecia]ly beurd ronature, that be lived4n the 
-cordd time of Secrares : ſo they ſhould think it none of the leaſt favours, for which 
e haid they were bound to bleſs God,that they enjoyed ſo religious and holy fociery- 
2X peep] It is true indeed,there is a ſuppoſed good fellowſhip, ro which religion is ant 
© their| wemy ; becauſe it is an *nemy to this holy fellowſhip cf the Saints:and gecd- ? 
mitare| reaſon, the one are tothe other,as wolves are to the lambs:now is it any mare” * 
ing; {| if the Lambs care not greatly {ar the company of the Wolves? the Lamb 
preci __ not willingly be alone;yer it is far beter when ſolitary, then ina wol- "4 
Viſh ſeciery. _— 
Genercus minds will affocjate with their matches and equals,or nene? "6s 

1d beinga Kings whea: be wes expulſed bis own Country, reform 0 Pon 
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but Kings * for firſt he goeth ro Achiſh, "King of Gath ; then to rhe King i 
Moab, 1 Sam.21.1e. & 1 SaM.22.3. bd | 
> Neither are our ding-thirſts, who laviſh'our their eſtares, and throw thi: 
houſe onr at windows(as we uſe to ſay) good fellows, though they call them ' 
elves ſo:for good fellows and evil men are incompatible; like Simeon and 
Ne ſworn brothers,bur bterhren in evil;which is roo evil a brotherhood,for 
honeſt man ro make one in, or (indeed) a wiſe man : for is not he a fool;thaff 
Wi ſell Heaven for company,as a great many true drunkards do?For my ow 
= partzif I have geod company,l will cheriſh themzas Lot did his Angels,whichy- * 
"were ſent fer guardians : if 1 have any bad,l will ſtudy to loſe them, leſt þ 


© keeping them, I loſe my ſelf in the end. 


| 9. 30. | | 
. ifthly, Another reaſon why we fhould ſeparate our ſelves from their ſoct 
2. «ty», that according tothe Apoliles rule,ſs far as zs poſſeble,we may ha 


} with all men,which is no way attainable, but by a ſ/ eparation, A wiche 
* "man (ſairh Solomon) 15 abomination to the juſt : and be that is upright in bj 


way, #& abomination to the wicked, Prov.29.27.1f fo, cither no communic 
* or NOPCace. 
+ . Believers,and ſuch as are enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, can never be 1 
”” conciled, at leaſt in heart. Whar communion can righteouſneſs have with ur 
= rightcouſneſs? You may as well tic a ſure knot berween a cobweb and a cable 
as a- true and faſt lovc-knot berween the child of God and a wicked r 
F:Theſe two yeked together agree like the harp and the harrow:they are as ſul 
> rablc, as a wooden Leg, anda Thigh of fleſh: which makes the Apoltle, Ro 
-1:2-18.in enJoyning us to bave peace with all men,to add,if it be poſſible : a 
. in another place to lay, be not unequally yoked with infidels, for as we ſhould] 
* not be yoked with infidels, ſo we ſhould not be yohed vvith common & 
> kards,and ſyvearers,nor vvith Atheiſts,vvhich are no berter then infidels, forf'* 
-tharalfo is ro be uncqually yoked,unleſs vve be Atheiſts roo. | | 
As the Fews might not co9ſort vvith the Canaanites:fo vve may not conſo 
with them, which are like Canaanites. Wiſe Solomon chargeth us from God, 
that we ſhould net keep company with gluttons and drunkards, Prov. 23. 266 
= and thc Apoltle enjoineth us, not to have any fellowſhip, nor ſo much as eath * 
" with a drunhard;1Cor.g.11.and that we ſhould have no fellowſhip with theſe 
 waſruitful works of darkneſs, or, if unwittingly,and unwillingly we be thrul 
- into any ſuch ſociety, we muſt not imiraxe, bur reprove them, Eph. 5.1 1. and 
* we profeſs our ſelves the ſervants of God : now-they are bad ſervants, whe 
will keep company with their Maſters enemies, eſpecially, after he hathF_. 
; eeightly charged them to the contrary. 
Þ  Alas!whar ſhould we do in the preſence of baſe perſons,when even our ſud ®hate 
” ber ignorance,in ill coarſes,is more then diſ-eſtcemed of the world>Yea,whet felt lor 
it is not enough for them to be bad themſelves, except they rail at the good? #oxs 
; when if there be one in a company, thar abhors impious language, they wilF® 664 
{- blaſpheme on purpoſe to vex him?when they will think themſelves lighted)? - to 
they be nor ſent away drunk ? When to depart ſober, is held inciviliry? Andie <ld 
anne talk idly cnough, nor do ledly enongh,to bear-them companys wane "+ 
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5 . {4 
'cari neither ſay as they ſay,nor be ſilent when we ſce&hear cheir baſeneſat 
« whomoald it not ſtir, to hear oaths ſtrive for number, with words ; ſcalts; 
; "with ; Yain ſpeeches;with both ? we love neither to bire,nor fawn z yer 
4 > we cannot forbear to ſpeak the naked rruth;zwhich if we do,will breed a quarts 
$ -xel.As for inſtance ; one jets pleaſantly with his Maker ;another,makes hine* 
- ſelf ſport with Scriprure;a third,fils his mouth with oaths of found;a fourth, 
| fcolfs at the religious ; one,ſpeaks villany; another,laughs at it 3 a third de»: 
fends it;onc,makes himſelf a {wine ,another,a devil. Now wii6that is not all 
. earth, can endute it ? Yea,whoghaving grace,can hear ſuch wickedneſs,amd+ 
feeleth nor ſome ſpark of holy indignatien atiſe in him,while he thinks of #7 
Or who,havipg not loſt his ſpiritual ſent,can endure, the ſavour of ſuch now © 
| Tom and ſtinkipg breath,as their rotten lungs ſend forth. Well born, —_— ren. 
r ſoci$ are touched ro the quick with the injuries of their Parents : and nor chus ts” 
y hav} be moved,is to confeſs our ſelves baſtards. Indeed,men of ſteel ſtomacks cag . 
yiche4 digeſt any diſcourſe, though never ſo courſe, bur the gracious know, that as |” 
in hl they muſt render an account for every idle word, ſo likewiſe for their idle fi=' 
union lence;for in this cafe-not to repreve them either Ly word, or geſture,is to do © 
the ſame things in judgment and conſcience, which the ather deth aQually. - 
be re Every evil we ſet doth-either vex,or infe& us. The very fight of fin makes a” 
th und man either ſad,or guiltyzif we ſee it,and be not ſorrowful,we are inful If £ 
cable} had-nor been vexed with the beaſtlySodomites,God had been vexed withh 
| man} Yeazin ſuch a caſe not to be very angry,is romake Gud very angry. Ely heas 
, as ſu}. his ſons impiery,ne doubr wit orief enough, bur not with anger encugh.s 
, Rom. therefore ke is puniſhed with hearing of their deſtcuRion,thar was too rex 
 : and} hearing of cheir tranſgreſſion. Ir is cafie to be guilry of anothers wickez 
ſhould} fcf,even our very permiſſion appropriates crimes ro us:we need nomore guils © 3 
tineſs of any fin,then our willing tolleration, All fins which ye give allows - 
ls, for} ince-ro,being commirred, or nor hindered by us, if we may;are. ours, as i we 
conimitred them :'x Commanders ; 2, Abberrors; $3.Counſcllors; 4.Conſens- - 
onſorth *1s3'5-Commenders ; 6.Connivers ; 7.Concealers ; 8.Noc hinderers each. : 
 Godj] & theſe will be found guilry before Gods Tribunal. What ſaich che Prophet 
3. 26 Ki. Feboſaphut,wouldft the belp the wicked,and nar only ſo,bur "ow 4 
as eat} thou love them that bate the Lord ? therefore for this thing | the, wrath of "the © 
b theſe) £ord is upon thee,2 Chron.1 9.2. We need do no more to bring the wrath of - 
thrufff}. God upon us,then'even to love and favour thoſe which hate him 4. 
x. and} [How much berrer then to oppoſe thy friend by reproving him, then that - 
, who God ſhould reprove theefor being at one with him. es ; 
- bath} Bur this is no fiendly part: yes,the Scripture affirms, that nor to tell ones . 
Brother plainly of his fult,ar leaſt, if there be probability of daing good,/1s 
ur ſod} ®bate him in his hearr,Lev.19.19.And Philoſophy els us,thit. is truly pers 
when {e& love,which;to profit and do good, feareth not to hurt or off-ud; that adiner 
 good?} Mltons and correG1ons are the chiefeſt offices of friend(hiv.Diogenes when they 
ey willJ< edhim Dog for his (harp kind of rebwiing,would anſwer,7hat other Dogs 
vred,i 'y to bite ther enemies, but be bis friends, for their greater goo1.And Scinio, © 
2 And} elderywhen his friends, for fs doing, rurned his enemies, was able'ro (ay, 
ny3 Wene 4%, £ruen mine entmits as mach cauſe id "wn me, as My friends. K.. 
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Phocion when a friend of his would have caſt himſelf away,would nor ſuffer; God hz 
*him,faying, I was made thy friend for this purpoſe : and to King 4#{1pater,} 1c _ 
Thos canft not have me both for thy friend and flatterer, Indecd, aiyartering | p ec. 
> friend is a bitter enemy,yea, (as une ſweetly) 20 enemy can be ſo mortal, as] +... 
"thoſe officious Clyents, whoſe uqaqe' ſaoths a man up in wickedneſs | for they eſteems 
ate traytors to the ſoul,and by a pleaſing v.olence kill the beſt part cternal» chaps 
ty. Whence Exripides exhorts men toget ſuch friends, as world not ſpare to 7 ne 
""arÞltaſe tham,ſaying,friends are like wines,theſe that bring new are bard and them,an 
b prove beſt; the moj pleaſiag,are leaſt lafting : and indged,be thar loves] put 44. 
g [netfuch a friend, hates himſelf. | ander wi 
"Rx wiſe mai will ſay to his friend,love heartily, and then { what thou Enoland 
"wilt, And for a man net tochide his friend,leaſt he ſhould offend himyis as ith 7 of + 
* "(yeh he were ready to be drowned )he ſhould fear to carch him by the hairf anger 
"ofthe headyleſt he ſhould loſe a few of them. Wherefgre either ler chem abide life is no 
| thee no friend to their faults, er no friend te themſelves. ; | wanting 
And what if admonitioz and repioof be as unwelcome to thy friend,as wara] eater 
into a ſhip?whar if it ſound no berter rehimthan mulick our of runczor ans next day 
no ſweerer, than bitrer pils, which fick men take with an unwilling willing blade in 
neſ?wilt thou negleR the office of a friend,ro avoid the:ſuſpition of an enemy? Yea, ve; 
* * Tndetd,if chou mncer with a contentious foel ,thuu ſhalt do wiſcly,in ROT ADnf Herod, wi 
Tueting wharſcever he ebjcRts : for ic is more policy and diſcretion to.gain Aſftanders | 
Ly oy troublezthan a foc with it : and our Saviour ſaith,Gzve Je nai ar hom 
- That which i holy to Dogs, neither caſt ye your pearl beſare Swine ; leſithejſnor be ft 
Treadthem unde: thetr fect and tining again all to reat yot,zMar.7.6. {peace wit 
* Aga'nzas in Gods & their own behalf we arc bound. to reprove them: ſoa Well ch 
gur neighbours alſo,to whom,in this caſc,we owe a duty: forgagmir we, are Mill not | 
- company when,and where our brothers good name. is taken away by falſe xtfeur old v; 

Port;ir is our dury to defend the trurh,in his behalftwe muſt neither backhi 
© wthers;nor be willing to give ear ung backbirers. of ophers. 1t was an hone 
Fe of one 3 as 1 wilt be my preſent friends ſelfy oq Ule.be my abſent froewſling leav: 
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aty.ts fy for bim. what be mauld,ani.camet ſpeak for himfelf-'... - -:1; Wen, you n 
ps wh $2 ask me, What need men trouble an +4 A that which Phat 
| vittls concerns thern ? Four? -:91 oa 
* "My anſver ſhall he ſuch another queſtion. har pegdgd Moles ta.have aff B. | 
| Qed himſelf with the aflaftionsof others,char hemight work their deliverauy raxe 
| - when hipaſelt was at'caſe and pleaſure in the Cuurr of Phargob what needed Anſe.Bea 
©  Ponathan have' pichaſed his fathers diſpleaſure,and brought his own/life, hot ſo mu 
| dy,thart he might juſtifie David in his upcightneſs, and ſave his tfeFhemſglye 
*- Whar needed Calviniin the year x 55,6, whenPerin had couſpiredagainſtitfofee one 
'. eſtate of Geneva,have run into the mid(t of cheir naked ſwords,to appeale thbpith deat! 
- turmuli?whar'needs the hand caft ir ſelf berwixt a blow and. the head,thy ho peace to 
\. # be cut off by this mean ? Whart needs the eye ſerye more to the uſe ak th [ery comb 
 - other members,in beihs watchful rightly to fired them, then for. ir {cls *F concord ; 
© « good heart, cannot abide to be happy alone; which is a religious anſwergdfter again 
- reaſonable queſtion unreaſonably moved. Yea, adm it were not 2-duty ſte falſe A 
”- ear wands; wo ſock the good of anyrhecs ar_of. the, whale 3nd. ſie a god 
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$ God had not en penn us ſo todo : 1 am ſure it is a pardonable faalt; ro'do +* 
leſs good ro our ſelves,that we may do more good to and for others. 'S 
NB | - Bur ſuppoſe we'oftend rhe not rhis way ; yer we ſhall another, if we keep 
| |} them company.The narural man conceits of himſelf,far beyond what another . 
hey | efteems him:and in caſe he finds he is undervalued, will flic in your face,and 
al- | \erhaps do you more miſchicf, than can eafily be repaired: as that was done 
10] 5, one quarter ef an hour by our firſt Parents, which rended rs the ruineof 
and] yem,and all mankind. 1r is uſual with drunkards tv kifs when they meet, and 
oVG1 kill when they part. Drunken Alexarder killed Clytzs,for whom ſober Alex= 
ander would have kil'd himſelf. The Danes and Norways once purpoling for 
haul z14{and,fell drunk on (hipboard,and ſo flatht one another, chat there was ap 
w, of their yoyage. Our of their gallant diſpofirion, you ſhal have ohne kill 
hair] anocher upon the interpretation o a word; a manifeſt confeſſian, that their 
bide] life is not much worth,fith they will ſell ir ſo good cheap : yea,there:are nor 
; | wanting of them thar reſemble Fimbria of Rome,who meeting a Citizen that 
ardy ke ated, gave him a deadly thruſt into the body with his ſward, andthe. . 
calle] gext day centred an aRion againſt him, that he had received bur part of his 
ling4]blade into his body,and nor all,as he meant ir. MOT, 
emY] Yea,perhaps they may make you to do that which you never.dreaimt of:like 
& aD{Herod,who cut off Zobs Baprilt's hcad,vnly to anſwer the expeRarion of the 
un Aftanders by, Mat.r 4.9-As for flattery ir never wants welcome,while ſelf-tov. 
Je Bis ar home : bur the plain dealing man cannor live among theſe Vipers, ws "> 
| theſnot be Rung by them : yeazhe lives moſt in trouble,chat moſt ſceks'to-have 
{peace with them by a © wy [754 
Well then,if they are ſo offenſive to the Rtomack of eur company,that they 
ill not ler us be at peace;our beſt way will be to ſpew them ourto deal with 
Four old vicious conſorts,as the Fox in the Fable did by his fleas: who wadi 
Suckward into the water:by degrees,drew them all into a lock of Wool,whis 
anemic had in his mouth,and then left it ſwimming;even leave them,wirttwour ras . 
ing leave of them;or if you like not to tear fricndſhip aſunder upon the fud=- 
you may unſow it by little and little. He that would ner continue a friend 
ay bur negle@ himzand have his aym. 
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e all B. Burt I hear none'boaſt ſo Ss of peace, as the ungodly; nor none 
7 4X4 raxed ſo with contention,as the religions. 
needed Anſe.Beaſt of it they may,bur ir is apparent that the way of peace they bavie 
(1ife, pot ſo much as hnows. : indeed, they have ſome kind of agreement anions 
s ifcFhemſclves; and ſo have Serpents, and Bears,and Wolves : it isa rare thing, 
aſt to ſee one Wolf devour,or fight with another: yea,they bave made a covenant 
ale 18pith death,and are at an agreement with Hell, 1ſa.2 8.1 5, and yet © as there-is 
Lough peace to the wicked, 1ſa.57.21. ſo there is no peace among the wicked ; for 
; ob Uſſiery combination in evil,is rebeHion,and not peace 3 rather a conſpiracy,then 
(cls ?& concord ; like rhe agreement of Abſalom and Achitodhel, combining roge= 
ver $0ſſicr againſt Divid ; or of Herod and Pilate,conſpiring againſt Chriſt ; or of 
lury ic falſe Apoſtles, plotting againſt Pa»/, fo meeting in malic: ro do miſchief 4 
1d, Wit a godly difſention is berrer than ſuck a wicked peace. = | 
| B 3 Ns: 


<< 


- | Armour of proof 
©. "Neither can any wonder,that wicked men de ſo conſpire in evil,thar the 
” bs ſuch «unanimity in the broachers and abettors of it ; it he bur take notice 
thoſe Devils, which being many in ſubftance,were yer one in name,attion,h 
* biration,even a whole legion in one man,Mar.5.g, all the praiſe of concordy © 
© in the ſubjeFzifthar be holy,the conſent is angelical z if finful,devilliſh;rr, 


. Peace is to have peace with God,war with our luſt, Rom.5.1.% 7.32,23-prad = 
© wth vertuegwar with vice : whereas they have peace and arc at | of 10y, 
| _ their fins,but are at war with God,and good men all ar once;but a juſt wd þv1 

2s a thouſand times better then ſuch an ll conditioned peace 3 yea, it no wa ( 


deſerves the name ofpeace,exceprt we be at enmity with the Serpent, at unit 
within our ſelves: we ought fo to be at peace with men,as that we do not of | 
with God and his graces : peace mult be followed with bolinef, Heb.z 2.1 ? 
Wherefore Zachary joynerh faith, peace,and truth together,Zach.$.16,ar "I 
_ St.Paulypeace and righteouſneſi,peace and edification, peace and joy in the Ul ;.> 
"Ghoſt, Rom.14-17,19,20,8&c. Thus the Scripture ſers us our bounds k 
peace,which we may not paſs; and ſhews that ungodly men are net guiky! han; 


this grace ; that they do bur ralk of peace,not practiſe ir. hs of 

Bur ſuppoſe we could enjoy peace in their company;yet we can never expe _,,.. 
t0 have their /#ves: for drunkards only [ove drunkards,and one wicked maj 4 
anaherzbur care not aruſb for any that are good:being like Phalaris theTh |... 
rant,who would never grant any requeſt,excepr it were to a diffolure womayj 11 


bur ſuch he never denicd.Zikem(fs we know is the cauſe of love, and love thi x04, 
cauſe of likeneſs ; whereas the believer and the unbeliever are alrogerher 4 will 
like ; the one being crucrfred and dead ts the world, Gal.6.14.but made ali: hs 
in Chvift,x Cor.1 5.32, The other bcing ſp1ritually dead, even while they FR... 
alrvegt Tim. 5.6. heal: 
We ſeldom ſee different diſpoſitions entirely loving : for hence grows t as if 
height of friendthip, when two fimilary ſouls do blend in their commixic her 
& hence it is,that two friends are ſaid tocome into Yulcan's ſhep,to beg th ; 
boon of him: that he would either beat chem on his Anvile, or melt them = 
his Furnace both into one,the which he granted, It's likeneſs that makes t rity:y 
true love knot of ſriendfhip: when we find another of our own diſpoſition, body 
appears the ſame ſvul in a divided body.Nature thar makes us love our ſelve of th : 
makes us,with the ſame reaſon,love rhoſe thar are like us. A friend is 8 comp: 
ſacred name then a Brother,P70.18.24.For what avails it to have the bod 
From the ſame original,when the ſouls within them differ Jy" - _ 
And yer ſome(Rehoboam-like) paſling over the religious, will joyn the: Ye: 
ſelves with ungodly perſons ; like as ſome put away honeſt wives, and go} a4 arſh 
harlots ; wherein they deal as wiſcly,as if a man ſhould caſt away his fic6 ſhorr,| 


leg, and ſer on anothzr of wood. ll = 


Cauſa patrocinio non boa pejor erit, wg 
Or admit thou ſhouldſt enjoy a wicked mans /ove;ir is but mercenary,bdl ſame. 
and inconſtant,& ſo not worth the having. Indeed,there was never ſuch-a} My 


-& and ſervile proſticurions of preſentations ,as life,ſoul,devorion,adoratit 
ervantflaveyehc. as there is now amongſt our drunkards and roarers, 
- * . whar lore they expreſs ro ones. they profeſs to all ; every one they kno 
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| - reth friends,noleſs chan adrer ty provech chem ) which is, with Crateras,t 


| firate. If Ziba be waxed great under Mephiboſhethyhe will give him a Yifx for 
"all he hath. A promoted Beggar bark 1or ſeldom renounced his advyancer ; 


ey Wwe, vr whe « 4x 
j yi 41 


'alute, is their friend : but friendſhip fo diſtraRed, like as the River Genet 
was by Cyru5, into 365 brooks, both loſes her name and nagure : a lover's 
ſo many, never loves any. | 

Or,admir a drunkard do /ove.thee;either he louts rhee for his own ſabe} 
cauſe he hath ſome pleaſure,or profic,or credit by thee,(as p.oſperity proc 


love the King, rather then with Epheſtion, to luve Alexander t now 1 donot 
hold him worthy t'1anks,that profeflerh m2 kindneſs for his own ends. - -* 
Or ſecondly, he {os only thy body or natural paits, which is bur-ch 
werſt piece of thee ; and love to the body, is but the body of love ; the ſoul 
of love, is the love of the {oul. | 
Neither doch he truly love, that loves the body more than the mind ax 
ſoul,or common gifts before ſaving gracgs;this love as it's naver long lv'd,fo* 
it's oft bur fcigned;as you ſhall have drunkards & diſlcmbling politicians fa 
lure one another, with God ſave you,ar their meeting ; and with on2 anorher® 
hanged,at their parting; Italia — will b= glorious and complemenral” 
in their invitations, bur if you acc their affer, they will hare you for i 
ever after.A drinking coli Far: drunken friend(hip : and believe ir, 
thou wilt find choſe friends firmeſt,thart thy vertues purchaſe thee: theſe will * 
love thee when thy wealth is gone:whereas thoſe that be won withour deſert, 
will alſo be loſt withour a cauſe:you need bur be an Arbirratour between two 
ſuch friends to make them both your enemies:chings thar differ in their end, : 
will ſurely part in their way ; now thy endyis to gain him ; his end;zto mabe a 
ain of thee:for let the paſlage of profit be ſtopr,his love is likewiſe at a ſtands 
ave you deſerved never ſo well from him, the denial of one favour, nay, an 
health,ſhall drown the memory of inany fore=perform:d ones: which is all one 
as if for the abortion of one child, a man ſhould kill all the former ifſue 2 
whereas the good mans thanks for old tavours,lives even in the blows of in» 
Jury:or can you not fed theſe vermin as you have done,away they go;like a | 
Sun Dial,you ſhall be no longer regarded,rheu you are thined on by proſpe=: 
rity:yea,Rats run not faſter away from an houſe on kire;nor lice from a 6 
body,than they from poverty : and if ever it be your iniſery ro ſtand in 
of them, look for no other requital, then Fob had of his friends, whom he 
compares to a deccirful Brook,which in Winter is hard frozen with cold, in 
Summer dried up with heat 3 berween Winter and Summer paſling away ? 
alwaies deceirful,never of uſe, 7ob 6.1 4-to 1 9. ; » 
Yea,a man may ſay of ſuch friends,as a learned Agriquary ſaid of Rumne FJ 
Marſh,bad in Winter,burtful in Summer never good;nay,this compariſon falls 
ſhorr,for thou haſt ſped well,if ſuch friends prave nor dangero.iſly hurtful,as 
well as helpleſs, Have I not known ſom: of them reſemble the ſnake, which 
when a kind husbandman had taken our of the cold,and cherithed in his bo-3 
ſame,and the had recovered her lively hear,and was grown luſty,fingled our? 
him ungratefully to try her firft ſting upan ? or a Promootor, that in Lene 
eats fleſh ar your table, and yer is the firſt that accuſeth thee rothe Magi 
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= And whar ciſe can be looked for fromithem?They cannot make conſcience | 
af civil-duties,who-make none of divige. 1f a man have caſt off his Godyhe | 
will cafily caſt off his friend. They that have brokentheir faith with him,will 
cp no faith with us, When Religion. is once gone, Humanity will not ſtay 
\ ON; after. : 

1 take leave of rhid peint,with a caution.Reveal to ſuch men 18 ſecrets; for 
| he that now loves thee dearly, may come to hate thee deadly : nor believe a 
*ward that they /«y ; for they are like Aat1gones,who never denicd any ſure, 
»that was asked ; bur withal,never performed any thing that he granted; for 
:whar they promiſe when they are drunk,they forger when they are ſober; or 
| like Saul,who being perſwaded of Davids worth and loyalty, ſwears, 4s the 
£8id hiucth be ſhall not die, 1 Sam.1 9,6. yet within four verſes, for All his 
«6arh;he darrs a Spear at him, intending to nail him tothe wall ; and in the 
-nexr verſehe ſends meflengers to his houſe to kill him 3 'or like the Council 
of Conftatce,who made promiſe to Fohn Huſſe of a conduft and ſafe rerarn ; 
-yerlikc forſworn perſecutors,put him to death. 


dy. $2. 
M28 Bur here ſome of them will _ That we lay the ſaddle upon the 
- wrong horſe,when we tax them for want of peace, love, and friendſhip ; 
-3n that rhe religious only ſhew znconftancy, by bidding farewel to their old 
friends aud acquamtance, ſo ſoen as they embrace religion. 

Anſ.Tothis is anſwered,Firſt, that co:ſtancy,cxcepr it be in the truth and 
ma good cauſe, is 1mpudency : chazge in the vicious is as-great a Vertue,.as 
evnſtancy in the vertuous. The A{matns were praiſed for changing their cus 
Noms,which were found to be bur bad before,as Tacttys affirmerh. Conftency 
* i things ill,is ſo far from being a vertue,that it is an abſolute vice.Of things 
itnperfeA, change is the way to perfett them. The Gentiles became believers, 
* the Fews Infidels, Zacherss rurns from the world, Demas turns tothe world, 
Paul turns an Apoltle, 7Zudas an Apuſtate ; 1 would fain know, whether 
change in the Gentiles, Zachcus and Paul, was not as great a vertuc,as it was 
avicc in the Zews, Demas, and Zudas ? 
ES.Pal was inconſtans indeed; for to day(as it were)be breathcd out threat 
"mugs and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of Chriſt, and to morrow he preacheth 


* of fickleneſs for it nay,will nor-all wiſe men think it a great honour to hin 
and commend him fer ſhaking hands with the high Priefts, and his fellow 
Purſevants,vvhen once he heard that voce from Heaven ? At; 9.4. 
-* There is not any fo near unto us, bur if he fall from God; vve may fall from 
him.lrt merits the name of vvilfulnc6,vvhen vve vvill-nor admit of a layvful 
4 Hange ro the better. | : 
F As Phulecrates ſported vvith Demoſthenes; you may not marvel Athemans, 
that Demoſibenes and I do differ, for he drinks vvater, and 1 drink vvine : io 
'fome laugh ar us for being ſober vvith Rheni(k; and vve as much piry themy 
for being drunk vvith Canary.Againgthey cenſure us of :#corſtancy;vve them 
at inpddency.Nevv in this caſe.vvhen thar is repured ridiculous by one,vyhich 
accatrrited ſage by another as viſe 3 -vyhat ſhall-vve do, but make Go 
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'Cbrift in the Synagogue : what then ? Will apy(not debauched) cenſure him | 
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Word the umpier ? Wherefore, "in all chings, ] will have 63a:tts Wells! 
three things, God's approbation, robes. benefir, and the br ming of. 
my neigh bour 3 and thert where the change is not a faulr,l will never rhis I 
it a diſgrace,though the great exchange,the Worl4, ſhould judge it fo. 
Even medeſty,in ſome,is a vice; when our of a weak flexibility of pature;a* 
tor | man hath not courage enough;to deny the requeſt of a ſeeming friend.” ** 
ve a If aman never abandonerh evil, untill he abandonerh evil company, it is 
ute, high rime co rake conrage:yca,the longer we have been rvith rhem,the more - 
| for | need have vve to haſten our of them. If this ſatisfie notzas the Emperour Free 
or | derich ſaid to certain of his Minions, thar were importunarte to get into their 
the | hands the ancient demeſnof the Empire,that be would rather be accounted. of | 
| his | ſmell liberality,then perjired! even ſohad we,in this caſe rather be accoults, 
the | red inconſtant, than be unconſcionable. Pp | 
ncil | To the ſecond part of the objeftion,l anſyver,That tre love arid frieadſbiff * 
rm; | is only among geed men. The vvicked may talk of it, and one drunkard may 
profels to another, that he loves him as well as himſelf ; and therein {pea * 
truth for,ſaith Angyſtzne moſt elegantly to ſuch an onegthou lo yelt. thy ſelf,ſa - 
the | 4s the wilt deſtroy thy ſelfgand thau wilt d:ſtroy him whom thos loweſt as ! 
pip 3 ſelf;yea,berrer then themſelves;for you ſhall have one Rufhan falure another 
old | vyith,God ſave you Sir,bur after ſome ſtrange arreſtarions,ſvvear avvay him- 
ſelf vvith,God damn me $11:novy how can any vviſe man think him a mo 
and | that ishisevvn enemy ? he that is evil to himſelf,to vvhow will he be good? 
my But ſce the deprh of ſuch a mans love,and vvhether it be not to damn thy 
- cu» | body and ſoul everlaſtingly. Se. Ambroſe cells us of one,vvho follicited a F, 


zancy | ly vyoman to incontinency, ſayingbe infiaitely lo ved her : (he anſvver$, 
iings | you love me ſe well as you ſeem, put one of your fing rs into the flame, Fit your 
vers, | fleſh be burntaff : he replies, that w.2s no part of love in her to require it * 
orld, | yes, ſaid the, if yours he loveto cauſe both my body and ſoul to be burnt 14 belt - 
ther | fire, for ever, which by conſequence will follow, if 1 y:eld to your requeſt, and - \ 
© was | tahe your connſel.Oh that thou hadft rhe vvir to anſvver the drunkard-whie 
. he remprs rhee thus. *e3" 
-eats | Indeed there is a kind of ayreement, which is ſtrengrhened by fin it ſelf: as 
cbeth | if one fee the keeper of a wench, his ſecrecy is bought for ever. But alt this * 
» him | whilg,if one call anocher,friend,it is bur to give him a nick-name,wheredf he 
hin | is net guilry:for true friend(hip is ſo ſacred,holy,and pure,thar it vvill not be » 
«low | uſed in evil:vvhich made Pericles,vvhen he vvas defired by afriend of his, tg 4 
aide him vvirh falſe vvirneſs,anſvver,that he would befriend him as far as the 
-om | Altar,meaning ſo far,as ftood vvith piery and religion,or his dury to God,bur | 
yvful | no furcher ; and Phocion refaſe ro help his ſon inlavy Carilcs in Judgment, 
| being accuſed for bribery,ſaying vviehal,that be bad made him bis friend aut 
rians, | alien juſt and reaſonable matters, and in them 04ly; and this likevviſe made, 
c {0 | Papinias,a Pagan,(being commanded by the Emperor Caracalla,vvhoſe Sree * 
them, | vward and familiar he vyas)refuſe to defend ag unjuft cauſe,(asMzrcel{Fads 
them | records Y and thus'it fares yvith all thar are truly religious. There 1s not any 
ene(quorh the ſincere Chriſtian) either in bloud,ororhervviſe ſo near untd | 
me,bur if he fal. from Gud,L vvill fall from bim : vyhy'? our Saviour y- FE 
'S: | 5 4 » 


c b- 


hath raught me,both by Precepr and Example, -rhat I ſhould acknowledge 
:none(ſo as ro be led by them) for my brother, ſiſter, or mother,but ſuch as ds 
"the will of my Fathergwhich is in Heaven,Mat.12.46, to 51. 
- - Whereas on the contrary,in things lawful,nothing rivers hearts ſo cloſe,as 
yelg208 : ut unites them together as glew doth boards together : it makes a 
*Enotzeven berwcen ſuch as never ſaw one anothers "ns. Alexander can 
- not cur ; yea, Tyrants will ſooner want invention tor torments, then they 
With tortures be made treacherous. How many have choſen rather ro em= 
> brace the flames,then to reveal their companions, and brethren in Chriſt ? 
There is no friendſhip like the frxendſhip of faith. There is Amor, among 
| $ ; Dilefi;o,among Men ; Cþanttas,among Chriſtians, thar is their pe= 
culiar: nature,makes husband and wife but one fleſh; grace makes them even 
one {pirit: and it is a queſtion,whether natural Parents are to be loved above 
| ens! : we know that Chiſt preferred his ſpiritual kindred, to that of the 
eſh;and major e{t comexio cordiwin,quam ſanguinumyſaith Bexa. Why ſhould 
we love them more, that brought us into this finful and miſerable world ; 
then thoſc,thar bring us into a berrer world,where is neither fin,nor miſery? 
| Why them,that live with us on earth but a while ; equal to them, thar ſhall 
live with usin Heaven for ever ? 
Bur to go on.Surely,as grace in her ſelf is far above nature:ſo is the likewiſe 
In her effe*5;and conſequently,uaites in a far more durable bond. Chriſtians 
hearts are jJoyned one to another, with ſo faſt a glew,that no by reſþetts can 
ſever them:as you may ſee in that pair of friends, Fonathan and David: none 
* had ſo much cauſe todiſatte& Daurd, as Jonathan; none in all Iſrael;hould 
* be {uch a loſer by David” s ſucceſs,as he; Saul was ſure enough ſerled for his 
tire, only his ſucceſſor ſhould forgo all that which David ſhould gain 3 fo 
none but David ſtands in 7onathan's way to the Crownzand yex all this can- 
nor abatc one dram of his love. As alſo in&uth and Naomy,whom nothing,bur 
| death could part, Ruth 1. If you will ſee other examples,look Rom.1.10,11, 
x Toeſ. 2. 17,19,20. Gal.4.18,19. Ats 29.37,38. & 16.15. Luke 442+ 
> Kings 2.49. & 4.9,10. As grace isthe greateſt attraftive of love ; lo is it 
the ſureſt bond ; it is like varniſh,that makes ſeclings not only ſhine, bur laſt, 
Where God vnixcth hearts, carnal reſpe&s are roo weak to difſever them; 
[- Aince that which breaks off affe&ion, muſt needs be ſtronger than that which 
-"conjoyneth ir,and why doth St. obs uſc theſe words,once to the ele Lady 


> 7obn 1.2. and again to Gajwus, 3 Fohn 1, Whom I loce in the truth, but 

ſhew;that ro love 22 the truth,is the only true love ? Indeed, Religion is the 
+ Jureſt cement of all ſocieties; the leoſer joynrs of all natural and civil rela- 
» ions,are compactcd and confirmed by the ak of grace and relig:on ; and 
, Juch a looſe joynred friendſhip cannot hold long,which wants the nerves & 
Religion, Wherefore give-me any foezrather than a reſolved Chriſtian ; vo 


riend unleſs a man truly honeſt. ...33 | 

” TI Ur here ir will be objeed. That we hate and contemn all,who are nc 
he our ſelves $ that we remember them ſo much ta be ſinners, thats 8 

* the mean tune, we fyrget them to be men and brethren. - 
4 anſwer, This were to daſh the Firſt Table againſt the Second; whers: 
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| 45 aluft evil Sortery, 1 
they are conſcious of both alike.Achairable heartgeyen where ir hates, there” 
ir wiſherh har it might have cauſe ro love : his anger and indignation as 
inſt fin,is alwaies Joyned with love and commiſerat104 towards the linner, © 
ſeas | as is lively ſer our, Mark 3.5. & Phil.3.18, Where St. Paul tels us of chem, - 
KceS a (PEI are enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt : & Mark 3.5. That our'Sa= 4 
can» | yiour, while he looked on the Phariſees angerly, mourned for the barduifs of 
they | their bearts. Zeal is a compounded affeftion of love and anger, When Moſts 
em=\ | was angry with the Iſraelites , and chid them ſharply, at the ſame time he  * 
iſt 2] prayed for them heartily. And 7ozathar, when he was angry with his Father, 
aong | for vowing Davids death, did ſtill retain the duty and love, both of a Sonta 
r pe= | his Father, and of a SubjJeQ ro his Soveraign. A good man cannot ſpeak of 
even | them without paſſion, and compaſſiou : yea, they weep not ſo muck for their 
bove | own fans, as we do (according to S. Cbryſoſtomes example) O rhar our prays 
ff the | ers and tears could bur recover them. ® 
would Thoſe thart are truly gracious, know how to receive the bleſſings of God, 
rld ; without contempt of them who want;and have learned to be thankful, withe. * 
ſery? | outoverlineſs; hnowing themſclves te have been, or may be,as wretched and: 
ſhall | wndeſerving, as S. Auguſtine ſpeaks. A true Chriftiaz can diſtinguiſh berveen 
perſons and vices , offenders and cftences ; and have no peace with the one, 
ewiſe | while he hath true peace with the ocher;; love them, as men, hate them, as * 
ſtians | evil men ; love, what they are, not what they do ; as God made them, not 
fscan| as they have made themſelves ; not ſo hate, as to be a ſoe to goodneſs; mor fo 
none | love,as to foſter iniquity. Ir is a queſtion, whether is wor# cf the two, to be 
hould | vices friend,or vertues enemy.Now ſaith Auguiiize, He 45 not angiy with bi 
or his| brother,that 4s angry with the ſin of bis b10ther : yea, if we bate the 24ces of 
n; ſol wicked man, and love his perſon, as the Fhyſitian hateth the deſeaſe, bur lee * 
scan-| veth the pero; ef the diſeaſed,there isnothing more praiſe-worwby, as faich ? 
g,bur} the ſame Father. And another, It zs the boneſt mans commendation 10 contenmns © 
0,11,1 4 vile perſon. And another, 1 know no greater argument of goodneſs, then the 
4-42 batred of wickedneſs, in whomſocver it reſides; yea, David makesit a nore of- 
lo is it} his integrity, Pſal.31.6. &.139.21,22.& 26.4,5. & in Pſal.1 5. He'is bold)? 
it laſt} 40 ask the Lord this queſtion, #1 bo ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, who ſhall veÞÞ | 
hems] . in thy holy Mowntain ? The anſwer he receives is thisz 1. He that walketh” 
which} «prightly,end worketh i1ghtc ouſneſs. 2. And ſpeaketh the truth frombus beats." 
Ladyy 3+ He that ſlandereth not with bis t8zgue, nor doth evil 16 bis ne'gbbour, net | 
bus to} Teccivetb a falſe report againſt his netgbbour.But the ſourth is; He, 1» whoſe * 
1 is the] ces a Tile perſon 3s contemned, while he bonoureth them that ſtar the Tord * 
| rela-| and he cannor +be ſincere who doth. not honour verrue in rags, and Ic 
|: and] vice, thorgh in a robe of State. So thar, as the Propherasked Zebeſhaphaty 
-ryvesd} 2 Chro.1 9.2, # exldft theu belp the wiched,and loue them that bate the Lond? 
an ;00} Tt way be demanded.ſhould Chriſtians be friends with then who are exenes 
0 tbe Croſ of Chriſt ? no,no. And yer tothe men,ſeparate t1om their matt 
arena ers, we have no quarrel, but with them berter, then they either wAth, tous! 
8 r to themſelves, . . GET SONs | A 
Indeed; if we ſhould contgmn, them, as they think we doz, it were bur.a ju 
:gompence of their folly. & wickedneſs: for as qa ſpeaking.of the poverty. 
ol ; 


RD 


. 


- the purſe, ſairh,that poverty is juſtly contemptible, which it purthuſed by fiſt 
* lowing of vice:\o may 1, of the peverty of the mind; that poverty of vvir and 
grace is juſtly coaremprible, vyhich 1s purchaſed by a vvilful rebellion 44 
gainſt Ged,and the great means of knowledge and grace which' we en joy.Te 
| conclude this peint, we think #s better to leave chem, and be chought proud 
wrongfully ; then ſtay with them, and be known bad),* certain] y. 
_-- $434: 
AC ſome will alledge we give offence to them that are withour, which 
1s contrary tv the Apoltles precepr, who ſaith, Grve none offe ace, neithez 
" f6.the 7ews, 201 ts the Grecians, 107 ts the Chierch of God, 1 Cor.10.32. a; 
will make a crooked aff ſerve ro beat a Dog, when a ſtreighr one 
* Eannort be found. | 
| © Nothing bur ignorance is guilty of this {cruple : for the offence is enly t> 
hen,nor g:ven:and herein rhey pervert the Apoſties words, touching offences, 
a8 Pharaohs ſervants did the ſame word, when they ſaid unro their Maſter 
” cencernitig Moſes,” How long ſball be be an offence unto us ? Exod.10.7. For 
| he meanerh in that place, only ſach offences as are cont-'ary to the dotFri if 
- of the Goſpel, as he hath expounded his own meazing, Rom. 16. 17. And if 
nothing might be done, whereat wicked men are offended, then the word of 
God muſt not'be preacht, nor his holy and divine precepts walbed in, yea, 
£brift muſt not have come into the world to redeem it; for be was to the Zews 
-& ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, x Cor: 1.23. Bur all which 
- God hath commanded muſt be done ; and all which he hath /eft indifferent, 
may be done,and none mgy, or ought to cenſure the doing ef ir. The precepr 
is plain, oe believeth that he may cat of af things; and anether which 1s weak, 
eateth-berbs, ſairh che Apoſtle, and whar follows ? let not him that exteth,! 
* deffiſe him that eateth #8t; and tet uot him that eateth n#t,condemn bim that 
eateth ; for God hath received him, Rom.14.2,3- 
If 1 know the thing to be good, and thar 1 do it tea good exd, what care 1 
- for their idle mifle-conſtruQion? morelly good ations muſt not be ſufperded, 
| ver of cauſeleſt ſcandal : in things indifferent and arbitvary,ir is fir to 
be gveteruled by fear of offence ; bur if men will tumble in the plain ground 
gf good,ler thera fall withour our regard, net wirhour their own peril, 
-  "Now-thar the Cuckow may acknowledge this for her own egge, netwith4 
* "Randing (he harh laid ic in the Doves neſt ; ler the enen of the world know 
*thatit is not an offence gir en by us,bur taken by ery'> we they firſt give at 
* offence to us by their ungodlineſ,, and after rake the Juſt reward of the ſam( 
* namely,to be excluded our ſociery for an offence, wherein they imirate Atht 
* nager as who(as Tully reportech would alwaies complain of his puniſhwent bi 
of his fault he would ſay nothing:or Adamwho was aſhamed of his naked 
* bur not of his £:;wicked men are neither ſenſible of doing injury,nor patis 
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| fuffer:yea,in this particular caſe;Gods rule is, if thou take away the precits 


In ſuffering for ir, It's a rule of Juſtice, thar what men deſerve, they ſholl |. 
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r this excluſion no longer, then till chey deſerve it no me: 


fo the vile, thou ſhalt be according to my werd, Fer.1 5.19:And we woll | 
Have them (uffe | iſe 

ket then retwn unto us(do as Thewiftecles,who being in his yourh 
WAS .- | | A. 
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'] men, Mark 11.2 9. 


-þ ence,then our ſelves every day. It is. pity that ever the water of baptiſm-was! 
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4 No,venture not thy ſelf,though thou haſt ence or twice come elf clear from 
J{them; Sampſon could nor withſtand his wives temptation ſeven daies} buriac 


i } ae ons of me ? Let us be. (as: Scnecdadviſah) more crremn{pett,, with whom , 
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deboiſt, afrerwagds made the world auends,by his brave exploits)and we will * 
return unto them keep rhem company ,account them true friends,good: mes 
otherwiſe we have an abſolute prohibition from God himſelf, Fer.1 5.1.94 Le#* 
them return wato thee,but return not thou #2ts them.And good reaſoz there: ig- 
for ir, in a muſical inſtrument, the ftrings that be our of rune, are ſer up, or- 
ſer down to the reſt;bur the ſtrings thar be in rune,are never -rred,nor med= 
led with : though indeed I might have ſtopped their mouths with this very- 
queſtion,wherther is better to obey God,or humour ſenſual men? 4s our Savi- 
ovr Chriſt ſtoprt the bigh Priefts mouths,when they asked him,by what aurho« 
rity he curſed the fruitleſs Fig=treecaſt the buyers and ſcllersout of the rem» | 
ple,c5-c.by demanding of them,wbetber 7obns Baptiſm was from beavenggr of - 


——- 


Bur in caſe they will not return unto us,we had rather offend cach of them 


ſpilt upon his face, that cares more to diſcontent the world, then to.wrong | 
God. They are unjuſt and over partial, that will ge about to exat from; as, *' 
that which we owe not, with more rigeur then they will exaCt from them 
ſelves,that which they owe. - 
And fo I have given you the reaſons, why ſuch as arc,or defire. to be con-. 
ſciopable agd religious, break off corppany with them; and vindicated the 
moſt uſual exceptions againſt ir.l will now make ſame uſe of the point; and ſs» 


leave it for chem ro chew upon. » 
d. 35. | | 
I, 7 Þ- ſum up all in a word, or lay all theſe grounds & motives together. 

| © If we eridanger our ſelves, our lives, our eſtares, loſe eur credit, eur 
peace,our time, by trequent affeciating with ungedly men, and can no way 
expect rheir love and friendſhip, be ſure you come not (or ar leaſt ſtay nor 
intheir company. Ir is not ſafe venturing among them, in conkidence of our 
own ſtrength, 'no more then it is to conſort with cheaters, in hope that they: : 
will not cuzen us. Dead fare, we know,being ftird up,will burnafreſh : and-- 
corruprion,like a candle new pur out,is ſoon kindked again;If Satan bur blew: + * 
uponit, thy own heat is enough toenflame ir, IS 


lengeh,by her importunicy,ſhe prevailed with him, 7udg. 14. Over many 11n-* 
this caſe are like ro fick men, . who when they have had a good day, or rwby 
think chemſelyes preſently well again;fo they make beld ro pur off their Ker— 
cheifs,ro pur on thinner garmentg,and ro venture imo the freſh air. 3 wheres" 
upon fellows unrecoverable relapſes. Wherefore take hecd,or if thou dolt keeyy- 
them compapyzit is an argument, that thou art lick of their d1ſcaſe, idlenefs. 
And of this Uſe ſo much. 
>.1f wicked company are ſo infeRiousg that they will wark a confumprien 
In, any-mans Yertues,that js daily converſant with them , & walt them frous © 
it dhnce,ro a dram;from a dram,to a ſcruple, to a grain,te fothmg;,ſo thay - 
he mayſay with Cbriſt. in_the.croud, #b# bath:toucbed wes. ſor 1 fret wertue © 
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F FF eat and diink thea what we eat aud drink. He that hach mnney, willh 
Mare of rhieves : if y5u have any g74:e,yenture itnot among theſe rifler 
- actthou inclin:d © pray? they will rempr thee ro play: wouldſt chou go to 
» Sermon ? by thcir perſwaſion,che Tavern or Theater ſtands'in rhe way. | 
- alas! it others rem 2t thee nor, tou wilt rempr others : temptation needs x 
Rand, like a Cavern-bth, in thy Yvay, for thoa Yvilr invite thy (elf , 
aker tempjation. 
3-ls everym in baſic in diſ>:nding hat 5e4lity, vviich is predominant i 
him?And can we c91 verſe vvith non? bar vvill 2904 upon us,and by che ut 
perceived ſtezlth of rims, afſs nilate us to their own cuſtoms?will rwo friend 
" lik: tw3 brands (ct each other on fire with good,uc ill, when on: alo4e will g 
our?will a ſtreig/t rwiggif ir b: tie to a crovced bough,bzcem? crooted; or 
crovced tw's b:con: ſtceig'htif it b: tied to a ſtreight rule : as Peter denig 
his Miſtzr amongſt che Fews, whom he confeſt among the 4poſiles ? Ther 
kz:p com :y,v 1 ler it bs with ſ1ch as may mahe thre better : flee evil ſocie 
"9, let chzic fink words ſo work u>3n thy yielding 1ature, that thou kno wel 
-p9: how to d24y ; they are ſuch as have takes the Devils Oxth of Allegians 
ant cho1 hat ſmill ho2: ro eyeva;il with them to good. 
> A certain Kinz (asS. 4 :7ftin: reports) bring bard faugured,and feariat 
- teſt his Queen (hould brinz forth Ch4ld-en like himſelf ; got many fair and 
beastiful piff tres, which he cauſed her ſtedfaſtly ro bzheld every day:go chat 
© and 40 lik-wiſc, b: coturrſ24t withygoo4 men, and in good things, and tl 
ſhalt do that urbidden,wvich 0tb:rs ca2 ſcarce ds compelled by the Law, as 4 
»riſtecle ſpeaks of thz ſtully of Philoſovby. O what an happy thing ir is to c0 
+ werſe with the y:rtuous? their gracious words, o: holy examples will be fure te 
F fir «p the gifts of God in us ; they will cicher add ſomazrhing co our 4241, 0 
> lon:thinz cooar hnowledg: : rhe ſociety of Prophets is able re make eve 
a S4 - prophefiz. The fizhe of orhers falling heartily ro their m2ar, brings or 
| leave ſon: tin :r2b{hinl irgitnc of Picty, yer, ar leaſt of a good profeſſion, 
and fon: i2:linz)lerefs, If $141 had nn had a good and diſcreet companion, 


+ then he hop:d for, 1 S1m.g.6. The m2 12ers of the ſame $ wul,when they li 
ved in che Coxrt,were(as is likely)carried away with the ſwinge of the time 
an1 did apply themſelves to their Mfters unzolly praftiſes, as «p2zareth in 


foanzc in com.14y with the Propvets,in Niyoth,but their minds were changed, 
 audrhey likewiſe propheficd, 1 Sam19.20. | 

64.Bur ſay ſom: of Bxcchus his fools, I keep company with brave fellows, 
that are geneco.1s, free, b9.4ntiful, &c . | 
Aiſw Alas! chou doſt but lander him with theſe titles. He is a proud, ig- 
rant, in:onflerare 49, rhar fears he is not loved, unleſs he be looſe 
trecing; rhar ſtcives (o to bs like a God in bounty, thas he throws himſelf 
Into the loweſt eſtate of man. He thar = to, & ſpends upon all abundantl 
Ewhich is for goa2 ro doybur him char 


wa 
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B1:hs: y21, if we have no gifts to ftir up, their conn 4 canner but 


when he went to ſcek his Fathers ATes\, he had returned back as wiſe as hq ;, 
"came:bur now he is draw into counſel 'wich the Min of God,and bears more - 


their goins co apprzhend Dawdthat $42] might kill him 2 yer were they mw} 


xth all )he thar had rather keep com | 


in 
ſoctety 
Ther 
avoid 
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paxy with the dregs of men, then norbe the beſt man : he that ravels outs 


yill b h ways 

| acious fortune upon flatterers, he that out of vain g{siy will be worſhip't & 
wy. "Ay ro the ſpending of a fair inberitance, and then ends his daies in lewd» 
” BY neſs & contempr(as whar is it that ambition will nor pradtiſe,rather then lex 


'] her portdecline) he is a fooliſh ſteward, that thus ſhowers away in one year, 
Gt ' what his azceſtors have been gathering tv enty : yea, he is a'mad man, that 
wakes his kindneſs to ethers, prove cruelty to himſelf, and all his poſteriry, | 
Ob.Again,others are all for mirth,they keep company at the Tavern, with: 


= | none but 6uriags and quaint wits,eluquent Poets and Orators; now as them 
ind) 23Manoab did Sampſon,1s there never a companion for thee among thy bre= 
ill of *bren, che yur of God, that thou muſt afleciate thy ſelf with theſe of un= 
|. ord circumciſed hearts and rongues ? They will anſwcr, Give me only theſe for 
jniel mY companions, for they __ me. | 
Thed ,4#[{-Can none pleaſe thee, bur ſuch as difpleaſe God ? doſt thou nor know, 
ſocic that whoſs will be a friend to ſuch,makes himſelf the enemy of God ? Jam.4.4, 
Or art thou ignorant, thar pleaſant wits, vitiated in accuſtomed lewdneſs, 


izac}4 With ſweet runes entice men to deſtruQtion, as is morall'd in that fiftion of 
the Syrens, they delight the ſenſc,burt lay the ſoul:and will any man poyſog 
, - | his body, to pleaſe his taſt ? or go into an infeRed houſe, to ferch our a rich 
ſuit ? Or pur his finger into a fiery Crufible, ro rake our gold ? It's true, like 
Juglers and ſuch as play tricks of Legerdemaiz, they will deceive us withia 
kind of pleaſure & delight: bur is it any priviledge for a man to be tickled'/tg; 
death,thgt ſo he may dic laughing? their diſcourſe may be reſembled ro th 
fruit that undid us all,which was fair in fight, ſmooth in handling, ſweer 
raſt,but deadly in effeR : or to the Claizaz water,which made men eloquenty 
bur withal ſberr liv'd; or the gifts, which thoſe Elfes called I anie, uſed to! 
preſent unto children, which made ſo many as accepted of them, loſe theix 
comlineſs for ever after. And he that much affeRts their company (being a 
| honeſt man)is juſt like that free Cit;3en,that ſo dered on a female ſlave, that 
he weuld nceds marry her;though by that matchyhe were ſure,by the lawyts 
become a ſlave with her. He overvales the drunken and reeling love of theſe 
men,that buies it With the ruine of bimſel/,his (Bate,& family. Wherefore,as 
in meats, we do not only ſtagd upon plcaſanineſs, bur wholeſomneſs ; (o ler us- 
1 regard wholeſomneſs as well as pleaſantneſs, in our diſcourſe and company. A 
pod man can lend nothing to the increaſe of mirth in wiched company: and 
e that will not lend,let him take heed of Larrowang. +, 


+30, 
pay x" thou wouldſt neither be enticed nor enforced to pledge them y 
in any of their wicked cuſtoms,di: orce thy ſelf from all acquatutance & 
ſociety with the vicious,yea,entertain no parley with rhem. 
There are ſome vices of that naturezthat they cannot be vanquiſhed but by 
avoiding;ſuch is fornication, flee formcation, ſaith the Apoſilc, 1 Cur. 6. 15. 
= is,flee the company of ſo nicators; for to be in-a lowd womans company, 
aith S0/8m0n,and depart innecent,and to take fire in a mans boſom,and nor © 
linge his cloaths, or go upon live coals, and his feer not be burnr, are equal» 
| 1y poſſible, Prov. 6,27. 38, Such is the frailty of mans nature, thar if they, 
« \ . £ 


_ 
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aeyetbur ſce,or che ear hearzor the hand bur touch a whoriſh woman, the he Campo, 
"willigo nigh to catch;and take'fire, v&7. 29+ And thus it fares with this fin - Aya us, 
*bid'a man conſort'a- while with drunkards, and depart from them innocen Ha 
you'may as well/put amarch to dry powder, and forbid it to rake fire, exe the If 
heibe very well Raicd, and of better govern'd affeQions then ordinary. Itig = fi « 
Fnat ſafe tro commir a little Wherry to the Seas violence. A ſtiek that hath beldue 
ance been in the fire, much more a torch newly extinguiſhr, being forthwith Ye Pf, 
"pur corthe flameywill ſoon be kindled again. Wherefore keep our of the reach alſo _ 
-otrhy vicious acquazatance,and if rhey. becken thee one way, ſure thou take «ry " 
+ che contrary, ar leaſt entertain no parley with them. When Caſtles once comeſy, ar 
oa parley,there is great fear they will yteld: and gates thatare alwaies open, ay 
"will ſomerime admit an enemy. Ne diſputing with Satan,or his deputies; wher ke, mn 
our firſt yarents fell ro arguing the caſe with thar old Serpent, though in thi Gh 6 
Fate of iznocency, when they had wit at will, and their 7eaſoz at command chrif 
they found him too hard for them:how much more too weak ſhall we find out at » i 
;Felxes;thar now are as weare?ſurely, we are like to loſe all, if once we entet], 1) 200 
into 4:ſputation with that old Sophiſter,and crafry for, after the experience Mryho 4 
fix thouſand years almoſt,and when our own fleſh(which is the greateſt bet} Ay wh 
receiver and difſembler in the world) is become his cunning Solicitour, _þF— 
Alasthe defires no more then to be heard ſpeak 3 for grant him bur this 
| and he will perſwade thee to believe;even contrary to thine own knowledp 
8$how eaſily did he perſwade' Eve, by himſclf; & Adam, by her'(when they 
gave but car to him!) to b:lieve what he ſpake, rhough they had heayd Ge 
Himſelf lay the contrary, bur a lire before,Gez.2.17. 8 if nnocency found nd: 
Lmcans of refeſtarce,whar hope have we ſo extreamly degenerated?And indeedf 
why do we pray not to be led into t-mprationgif we lead our ſelves into tempta 
$$162?1f we will nor kegp our ſelves from the occaſion, God will nor keep us fre: 
rithe 3:8 if God do not keep us,we caninor be kept, we camnor, vve vvill 
-ehiaſc bar fall, Wherefore ſhun the [ociety of evil perſons, as Foſeiph ſhunne 
'#he;/acicty of his Miftrof,and leave rhem that leave God, as Noab did the 9 


> 
S *'S 


ers, th 
Bur to: 
FTORS PCr 


0d of (| 
wWded,rt 


 apatidjand that by Gods commandment, Gen.7.1,7. & Abraham the Canas $a es, 
| mites, Gen.1 2.1, & Lot the Sodomites, Gen.19. 17. & Iſracl the Egyptians 27g 
LExod.12.37,41. & Moab and Ammon, Numb.27.1,2,3,16,17. |, ad ſepa, 
bY, «37+ 

$$ Ur is it vvarrantable,may ſome ſay,ro ſcp.crate from eur old acquaintanc | * le, 
(being vicious) and other the like company ? _ F , 

Not totally:for then we muſt go 0'ut of the world, 1 Cor. 5, ro. Nor frot ns , ; 
any in all caſcs; for then we muſt ſeparate from the publick afſemblies * ni res 


*3n) regard of civil ſociery,and neceſſary commercesfor this vyere tounglue t Foſep] 
ba ; x IG _ . watt b) 

Wyhole vvorlds frame, vvhich is co :texted only by commerce and cartratt wok 
ere be certain wiſe uſes ro be made of themyſor our convemence or necef 
xy ,vvhich need nor,yea,muſt nor be forborn : as vyherefore ſerves diſcreric 
bur thatCas a glaſs vvindovv)ir may let in the light,and keep out the vvind 
© = Neither can vvicked men,in this caſe,be avoided: bur fo long as vve are 9 
$vverld,vvemuſt converſe vvith men of the yverld:& vveknovy it is Lavi 

nough, ' in terms of civility, ro deal vvith"infidels, yea, $ven the ſav; 
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| L ler inkeep veer at Geraaeet i 
| $475. no, ' nor ſcoffer;, Iſhmael reſt be rurned oi 
2nhe ence fals a jeering of Iſaac : and indeed if we do,ir is a thi 
92 We are not ſincere res : for gracegns it is reſembled ro hes 
tht gathberetb together Was of one kind, ſeparateth things of a 
wregas drofs. from Gold. | 
dl Cho wegif they have forſzþen all bawety, and good conſcience, it is time 
difake therm:if they depart. from us, in the ſoungatron.of faith and'g 
keler us{ as juſtly we may) depart from rhem,in The buildrng of brodh 
+ Sn mbip : chey build on the ſand, letus build on the -r#ch ; yea, if 
wfake che right way, we mult forſake them, or Chriſt will forſake us. ' 
left:ali chat hath-been ſaid, ſhould nor be ſufficient ro perſMade 
old hexe the drenhard deliniated, & that will certainly affri þt thee 
farting ayich & fiend ſo foul and filthy, {o gly and loathſom : ks if it 
| cps, man or other, will tick ir upon every poſt; rhar all may 
&ſ> ename 4 wirh his worſe then beaftly abomination, 
be Drunhard ; is 1 trarge:Chimzra, more prodigious then any Monſter 
bs Þeiſag &847, but a-Brotheus. 14 beart, a Swine, it Head, a Cephi 
hace Bly, + in Bally, a Lump, is Appetite,a Leech, in Sloath, wed 
ey Jeifte for exceſſive devouring, a Goat for lu, a S ren for latte, 
x fhbtiliy,a Panther for cruelty, It enuying,aBalilipk; in ontipat 
| aLevus,in binding others from good,aRemoragn ife,aSal nan 
Sfarc e; an Oftrich, in ſpirit,a Devil. 1. nay rs ng others | 
7 =y others to-fin.3.1: drawing others to perdition.Even the p 
ir of all buimamty, and not-wortby to be reckoxed among the C 


h God made. 
id fo:mnch for defence againſt what they do, which thay be 


ve-asmuch againſt what they fa; which muſt be an 


y of Patuence. 
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